
RELIEF SHOWER
Cabinet approves 4-year 
moratorium on AGR dues, 
100% FDI in telecom sector

Govt gives nod to `26,058 cr PLI 
scheme for auto, components 
related to auto & drone industry

SUPREME COURT SLAMS CENTRE

“Cherry Picking” 
names for tribunals
New Delhi: The Su-
preme Court on 
Wednesday criticised 
the government for 
“cherry picking” from 
its recommendations 
for tribunals across the 
country. 

The government has 
been given two weeks 
to complete tribunal 
appointments with the 
Supreme Court sternly 
saying: “Return with 
the appointment let-
ters...and if  someone is 
not appointed, then cite 
the reason.”

“We are a democratic 
country. You have to fol-
low the rule of  law,” 
Chief  Justice NV Ra-
mana said during the 
hearing in a series of  
sharp remarks.

“I have seen the 
NCLT (National Com-
pany Law Tribunal) ap-
pointments.... more rec-
ommendations were 
made. But in (the) ap-
pointments, cherry 

picking was done. What 
kind of  selection is 
this? And the same 
thing (has been) done 
with (the) ITAT (Income 
Tax Appellate Tribu-
nal) members also. We 
are very unhappy with 
how the decisions are 
being taken,” the Chief  
Justice said.

“I am also part of  the 
NCLT Selection Com-
mittee. We interviewed 
544 people... out of  
which we gave the 
names of  11 judicial 
members and 10 techni-
cal members. From all 
of  these recommenda-
tions, only some of  
them were appointed 
by the government... 
rest of  the names went 
to (the) wait list,” he 
added.

To this, Attorney 
General KK Venugopal 
replied: “The govern-
ment is entitled to not 
follow certain recom-
mendations”.

New Delhi: The Union 
Cabinet headed by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi Wednesday 
approved a four-year 
moratorium on pay-
ment of  the spectrum 
dues by telecom compa-
nies as part of  a relief  
package for the strug-
gling sector, Telecom 
Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw announced. 
He further added that 
the government has de-
cided to allow 100 per 
cent foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) in the 
sector.

The move is aimed at 
providing relief  to in-

cumbent telcos.
Speaking on the deci-

sions taken for the tel-
ecom sector, Vaishnaw 
said that the govern-
ment decided to ration-

alise the definition of  
Adjusted Gross Reve-
nue (AGR). He said that 
non-telecom revenue 
under AGR will be re-
moved.

New Delhi: The Cabi-
net also approved the 
revised production-
linked incentive (PLI) 
scheme for the automo-
bile sector, Union Min-
ister Anurag Thakur 
said. The government 
reduced the outlay for 
this PLI scheme to Rs 
25,929 crore from Rs 
57,042 crore announced 
in November last year.

Briefing the media 
after the conclusion of  
the Cabinet meeting, 
Thakur announced 
that the Cabinet ap-
proved the PLI scheme 
for auto, auto compo-
nents and drones in-

dustries. It will have a 
provision of  Rs 26,058 
crore, of  which Rs 
25,929 crore will be for 
the auto sector and Rs 
120 crore for the drone 

industry.
Thakur said  the PLI 

scheme will create ad-
ditional employment 
opportunities of  over 
7.5 lakh jobs.

Jaipur: With farmers 
keeping a stern face 
even after months since 
their resistance to the 
three farm laws started, 
Rajasthan Chief  Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot has 
once again given voice 
to their concerns and 
appealed to the Modi 
government at the Cent-
er to withdraw all three 

agricultural laws.
The Chief  Minister 

has said that the central 
government should lis-

ten to the farmers and 
provide them with a 
quick solution. “The 
central government 
should withdraw the ag-
ricultural laws keeping 
in view the interest of  
the farmers,” he said.

In fact, Gehlot ex-
pressed his views 
through a tweet regard-
ing the farmers’ parlia-
ment convened in 
Jaipur on Wednesday, 
while welcoming all the 
farmers participating 
in the ‘Kisan Sansad’. 
In a tweet, Turn to P6

KISAN AGITATING AS PER 
DEMOCRATIC NORMS...

India hits out at Pak for 
raising Kashmir at UN
Geneva: India on 
Wednesday hit out at 
Pakistan as well as the 
Organisation of  Islam-
ic Cooperation (OIC) for 
raising the Kashmir is-
sue at the UN Human 
Rights Commission and 
said the grouping has 
“helplessly” allowed it-
self  to be held “hos-
tage” by Islamabad.

At the 48th session of  
the human rights coun-
cil, India said Pakistan 
has been globally recog-
nised as a country open-
ly supporting, training, 
financing and arming 

terrorists including UN 
proscribed terrorists as 
a matter of  state policy.

India’s response was 
delivered by Pawan 
Badhe, first secretary 
in India’s permanent 
mission in Geneva.

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot

RAHUL’S ‘OSCAR’ VISIT & BACK WILL 
PUT SINGHDEO IN CHHATTISGARH 
CHAIR, BHUPESH BAGHEL IN DELHI 
Aditi Nagar 

New Delhi: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi 
will travel to Bengalu-
ru on Wednesday to 
offer condolences to 
the family of  late party 
leader Oscar Fer-
nandes. It is believed 
that once Rahul re-
turns from Bengaluru, 
the process of  ‘hando-
ver’ of  reins in Chhat-
tisgarh, to TS Singh-
deo, would be initiated 
for which several lead-
ers from the state are 

camped in New Delhi.
Moreover, with TS 

Singhdeo being handed 
the Chief  Ministerial 
assignment, the ‘in-
cumbent’ CM Bhupesh 
Baghel could be given a 
new assignment - that 
of  Treasurer of  the 
party at New Delhi.
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Actor Sonu Sood’s offices in Mumbai and a company in Lucknow linked to 
him were raided by the Income Tax department today, sources said. Taxmen 
arrived this afternoon at the premises of the actor. A recent deal between 
Sonu Sood’s company and Lucknow-based real estate firm is under scanner.

Sensex surged 476 points to end at 58,723, while the Nifty 50 index 
shut shop at 17,519.45, rising 139.45 points or 0.80 per cent. NTPC 
was the top performer, gaining over 7 per cent, followed by Bharti Air-
tel, HCL Tech, Titan, SBI, Power Grid Corporation and Tata Consultancy.

I-T DEPT ‘SURVEYS’ 
6 PLACES LINKED 

TO SONU SOOD

SENSEX RALLIES 
476 POINTS, NIFTY 
SETTLES AT 17519

CORONA CATASTROPHE

RAJASTHANINDIA

27,176
new cases

284
new fatalities

17
new cases

00
new fatalities

Tatas, SpiceJet launch final 
financial bids for Air India
New Delhi: Tata Sons 
and SpiceJet have offi-
cially submitted their 
respective bids for the 
Air India sale on 
Wednesday. 

WIth this, the bid-
ding process has now 
moved to the conclud-
ing stage.

Air India received fi-
nancial bids for its dis-
investment process, Fi-
nance Ministry said. 

“Financial bids for 
Air India disinvestment 
received by Transac-
tion Adviser. Process 
now moves to conclud-
ing stage,” Secretary, 
Department of  Invest-
ment and Public Asset 
Management (DIPAM), 

Tuhin Kanta Pandey 
stated.

Aviation Minister Jy-
otiraditya Scindia had 
earlier made it clear 
that September 15 dead-
line for the process is 
fixed and will not 

change.
At present, Tata oper-

ates Vistara in partner-
ship with Singapore 
Airlines and AirAsia 
India in partnership 
with the Malaysia’s 
AirAsia.

$12 mn seized from ex-officials 
as cash crunch hits Afghanistan
Kabul: Afghanistan’s 
central bank said 
Wednesday that the Tal-
iban had seized more 
than $12 million in cash 
and gold from the 
homes of  former gov-
ernment officials, as it 
called for all transac-
tions to be made in local 
currency. A foreign ex-
change crunch in the 
aid-dependent country 
threatens the Taliban’s 
rule one month after 
they seized power.

Most government 
employees have yet to 
return to work - and in 
many cases salaries had 
already not been paid 
for months - leaving 
millions scrambling to 
make ends meet.

Another NEET aspirant 
dies by suicide in TN
Chennai: Another Na-
tional Entrance cum 
Eligibility Test (NEET) 
aspirant allegedly died 
by suicide in Tamil 
Nadu on Wednesday 
over fears of  failing in 
the medical entrance 
examination. The vic-
tim has been identified 
as Soundarya (17), a 
resident of  Thalayar-
ampattu village at Kat-
padi in Vellore district.

This is the third 
death linked to the en-
trance exam in four 
days in the state. On 
Sunday, Dhanush from 
Mettur near Salem, and 
on Tuesday, Kanimozhi 
from Ariyalur allegedly 
died by suicide.

RESPITE FOR AILING VODAFONE ELECTRIC 2-WHEELER MAKERS 
WELCOME INCENTIVE SCHEME

MAJOR FIGHT BETWEEN TALIBAN 
LEADERS FOR AF TAKEOVER CREDIT

WILL ENSURE NEET 
IS CANCELLED: CM

The deferred payments cycle will begin from Oc-
tober 1, Vaishnaw said, giving debt-ridden Voda-
fone Idea - which previously said it runs the risk 
of a shutdown without government help - more 
time to pay dues. Shares in Vodafone Idea rose 
2.9% on the news, while Bharti Airtel closed 4.5% 
up in a broader Mumbai market that closed 0.8% 
higher. Some of the other measures announced in 
the telecoms package include raising the tenure 
of airwaves held by firms to 30 years from the 
current 20 years, waiving the usage charge for 
airwaves acquired via future auctions.

The government, while announcing the scheme, 
underscored the focus on environmentally cleaner 
vehicles. The Union I&B Minister Anurag Thakur 
stresses the importance that the PLI scheme will 
work together with the FAME II (Faster Adoption 
and Manufacture of EVs) scheme, to meet all 
requirements of the electric vehicle ecosystem. 
Naturally, the reaction from the auto sector, 
especially those involved in the electric vehicle 
segment, has been encouraging.

Days after the Taliban announced its interim gov-
ernment in Afghanistan, a major row was reported 
between its top leaders at the Presidential Palace in 
Kabul. Supporters of the two rival factions in the Tali-
ban got into an altercation at the Presidential Palace. 
However, the Taliban have denied such reports. The 
dispute within the group came to light after Taliban co-
founder and deputy prime minister Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar disappeared for several days.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin Wednesday 
tweeted a message 
requesting students to 
stay strong, and assuring 
them that the government 
will not give up its effort 
to have the entrance exam 
scrapped in the state.

Tatas set up Tata Airlines in 1932, which was later in 1946 
renamed as Air India. Government took control of airline in 
1953 but JRD Tata continued to be its chairman till 1977.

Withdraw farm 
laws: CM Gehlot 
asks Central govt

OVER 3.24 LAKH: 
JODHPUR DISTRICT 
SCORES HIGHEST 
DOSES IN ONE DAY
Jodhpur became the 
first district with the 
highest number of 
vaccination in a single 
day. A total of 3,24,000 
beneficiaries were 
vaccinated in Jodhpur. 
Till now, the record of 
maximum vaccination 
in a day was with Pune. 
The vaccination drive in 
Jodhpur was conducted 
under the direction 
of District Collector 
Inderjit Singh and in the 
supervision of CMHO 
Dr. Balwant Manda and 
RCHO Dr Kaushal Dave.
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Karauli: State Presi-
dent Satish Poonia 
while addressing BJP 
Karyakartas Sammelan 
in Karauli on Wednes-
day said, “The Congress 
govt has failed on every 
front. The head of  the 
govt is busy saving the 
chair while the general 
public is suffering. Eve-
ry section of  the state is 
unhappy with Con-
gress. The party will be 
defeated in the upcom-
ing assembly elections. 

The BJP government 
will be formed with a 
majority.”

Satish Poonia visited 

Madan Mohan temple 
and unveil the statue of  
martyrs in Karauli on 
Wednesday morning. 

On the way, he stopped 
in Gangapur City and 
Bamanwas area and 
met workers.

He BJP President 
Shashikala Meena 
from Bamanwas, BJP 
President Manju Devi 
Gurjar from Gangapur 
City and Zila Parishad 
member SP Bariyara. 
In the meeting at the of-
fice of  former MLA 
Man Singh Gurjar, he 
was welcomed with a 
garland of  21 kg. 

He said that BJP is a 
party of  36 communi-
ties. The BJP office 
is open 24 hours for the 
general public and 
workers. 

Congress failed on every front: Poonia
BLAME GAME

OFFICE OF EXECUTIVE ENGINEER P.H.E.D. DIV. TONK

Online tenders through e-procurement system are hereby invited, on 
behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan from enlisted contractors with the 
department in appropriate class under the Government of Rajasthan and 
enlisted contractors with CPWD/ Postal, Telecom, Railways, MES, other 
State Govt./ Central Govt. undertaking/ organizations equivalent to “AA” 
class of Rajasthan provided they meet out prescribed eligibility criteria for 
the following works. The details may be seen on the DIPR web site and 
tenders can be downloaded from website http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in.

Bidders who wish to participate in online bidding will have to procure 
digital certificate as per IT Act-2000 to sign their electronic bids. Offers 
which are not digitally signed will not be accepted. Bidder shall submit 
their offer in Electronic format on above mentioned website.
Work detail of NIT : NIT No. NIB & UBN No.

67/21-22 NIB code PHE2122A3263 and 
UBN is: PHE2122WSOB07180

68/21-22 NIB code PHE2122A3264 and 
UBN is PHE2122WSOB07181

Available/submission 
of tender document at 
website

: 28.9.2021 up to 6.00 PM

Deposit documents : 29.9.2021 up to 1.30 PM
Opening of PQ tender : 29.9.2021 at 3.00 PM
1. Last date and time for Physical submission of fee document on date 

28.9.2021: up to 6.00 PM
2. Last date and time for Physical submission of Bid security declaration 

submitted on Non Judicial Stamp Paper of Rs. 50.00 by the bidder on 
date 29.9.2021: up to 1.30 PM

3. Opening of online  Prequalification Bid on 29.9.2021 at 3:00 PM. 
4. निनिदा प्रपत्र िेबसाईट http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in पर देखें ि डाउिलोड निये जा 

सिते हैं।
Executive Engineer 

PHED Div. Tonk

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS THROUGH e-procurement system
NIT No. 67-68/2021-22

DIPR/C/9222/2021

SPEAKER ADJOURNS HOUSE AFTER DIN
A miffed Dr CP Joshi said that on International Day of Democracy, manner in which bills were being discussed was not according to rules

Speaker to ministers: Don’t give incomplete replies
Jaipur: Speaker CP 
Joshi on Wednesday 
pointed out shortcom-
ings in an answer sub-
mitted by Transport 
Minister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas in the 
Assembly and asked 
ministers not to give 
“incomplete” replies.

The direction by the 
speaker came as the 
transport minister re-
plying to a query by 
Congress MLA Brijen-
dra Singh Ola did not 

mention head-wise de-
tails about green tax 
collected during the 
registration of  vehicles.

After the MLA, Joshi 
too pointed this out and 
expressed displeasure 
over the “incomplete” 
answer. Joshi said all 
ministers should direct 
officials of  their depart-
ments to make sure that 
each point of  the ques-
tion asked in the House 
is properly addressed in 
the reply.

Earlier, replying to 
the question, Khachari-
yawas told the House 

that the state govern-
ment had received Rs 
197.17 crore (2017-18), 

Rs. 173.15 crore (2018-19) 
and Rs 218.47 crore 
(2019-20) in green tax. 
He said a separate Ra-
jasthan Transport In-
frastructure Develop-
ment Fund was consti-
tuted in February 2012 
by the Local Self-Gov-
ernment Department to 
utilise the amount col-
lected in green tax. He 
said green tax has been 
used for permitted 
works and details of  the 
amount spent on each 

head has been provided 
to the MLA in writing, 
which was contradicted 
by the legislator, 
prompting the speaker 
to give the direction. 

Earlier, replying to a 
question asked by Con-
gress MLA Manju 
Devi, Industry Minis-
ter Parsadi Lal said 
there is no binding 
provision in the state 
to provide employment 
to the local youth in 
various industries. 

Nimbaram issue rocks the 
House; Dilawar apologises

Roadways 
Bill passed 
by voice vote

First India Bureau

Jaipur: The Rajasthan 
Assembly session was 
adjourned for 30 min-
utes during Zero Hour 
on Wednesday amid 
noisy scenes over the 
registration of  an FIR 
against RSS leader 
Nimbaram.

Raising the issue 
through an adjourn-
ment motion, BJP MLA 
from Ratangarh Ab-
hinesh Mehrishi said 
the Congress govern-
ment is creating trouble 
for the RSS leader.

Taking objection to 
his remarks, the ruling 
party MLAs replied 
that a case has been reg-
istered against Nimbar-

am by ACB and that he 
should put his views 
before the ACB.

School Education 
Minister and Congress 
state president Govind 
Singh Dotasra reiterat-
ed that the FIR has been 
registered against Nim-
baram and urged him to 
go to the ACB.

Dotasra questioned 
why Mehrishi was ad-
vocating for Nimbaram 

in the Assembly. 
Amid din, BJP MLA 

Madan Dilawar used de-
rogatory remarks 
against Dotasra. Dila-
war later apologised for 
his remarks.  He also 
cornered the govern-
ment over law and or-
der issues saying Me-
wat is becoming a mini 
Pakistan. He said Hin-
du girls are not safe.

After heated argu-
ments between the rul-
ing and Opposition 
MLAs, chairperson Ra-
jendra Pareek ad-
journed the House for 
30 minutes.

After brief  adjourn-
ment, House then re-
convened again for the 
rest of  day’s session.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: The state as-
sembly on Wednes-
day passed the Ra-
jasthan State Road 
Transport Service 
(Prevention of Tick-
etless travel) (Amend-
ment) bill-2021 by 
voice vote.

After the enact-
ment of  the law, pas-
sengers traveling 
without ticket will be 
charged 10 times the 
fare amount.

Transport minis-
ter Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas said 
that this will help 
in curbing the num-
ber of  without ticket 
passengers.

Yogesh Sharma/
Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: In an unexpect-
ed move, assembly 
speaker CP Joshi on 
Wednesday adjourned 
the house after heated 
arguments with parlia-
mentary affairs minis-
ter Shanti Dhariwal.

Prior to this, the 
house was adjourned 
twice due to the uproar 
during a debate on a bill 

on road transport.
When the house reas-

sembled, Speaker CP 
Joshi asked the mem-
bers to forget what hap-
pened earlier. He said 
that the kind of  debate 
that took place during 
the passage of  the bills 
today was not right.

Referring to the Inter-
national Day of  Democ-
racy, Joshi said the man-

ner in which the bills 
were being dis-

cussed was not 
according to 

the rules.

Meanwhile, Dhariwal 
started speaking again. 
Joshi did not allow him 
and asked him to sit. 
Joshi clearly said that 
further proceedings will 
go on and no one will be 
allowed to speak on the 
earlier topic.

Joshi stood up 
from the seat and 
gave a warning to 
Dhariwal. Despite 
this, when Dhiwal 
kept on speaking, 
an annoyed Joshi 
said, “you choose 
another Speak-

er, you cannot dictate 
the Speaker like this, if  
you do not want to run 
the House, then I ad-
journ now.”

 When Dhariwal did 
not stop speaking on 
this too, Joshi ad-
journed assembly pro-
ceedings. The move 
shocked the ruling par-
ty MLAs. After the 
house was adjourned, 
they went to the cham-
ber of  the Speaker to 
persuade the Speaker.

MONSOON 
SESSION

2021
Deputy LoP Rajendra 
Rathore raised matter 
related to the quorum 
in house. As soon as 

Rathore pointed out that 
the number of ruling 

party MLAs in the house 
was very less, Congress 
MLAs rushed towards 

the house.

Replying to a question 
of Arjunlal Jeengar, 

health minister Dr Raghu 
Sharma said that the govt 

was trying to appoint 
doctors in every hospital. 

He said that the govt’s 
intention is to fill vacant 

posts of doctors.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: BJP MP from 
Alwar Baba Bal-
aknath on Wednesday 
compared the Ashok 
Gehlot-led Congress 
govt to Taliban.

BJP MLAs also 
compared the Gehlot 
govt with the Taliban 
which invited sharp 
reaction from the 
Congress which ac-
cused BJP of  doing 
caste based politics.

He said that the 
crime graph has rap-
idly increased in Ra-
jasthan ever since the 
Gehlot government 
came to power and a 
Taliban-like situation 
is being created.

He said that Alwar 
has become a hotbed 
of  crime and law and 
order has deteriorat-
ed. In Bhiwadi, he 
said, fearless miscre-
ants openly fired 30 
rounds at a bakery 
shop when 70 people 
were present.

He said that the 
CM should resign on 
moral grounds.

BJP MLA Vasudev 
Devnani said, “Just 
like Taliban does not 
follow any law, in Ra-
jasthan also it seems 
that there no law and 

order,” he said.
Reacting to the re-

marks Congress 
MLA Rafiq Khan 
said, “The bankrupt-
cy and mental de-
formity of  BJP lead-
ers is visible from the 
statement. People 
understand every-
thing,”  said.

Taliban-like 
situation created 
in Raj: Balaknath

HOUSE ADJOURNED TWICE

Prior to this, the house was adjourned twice due 
to the uproar during a debate on a bill on road 

transport. When the house reassembled, CP Joshi 
asked the members to forget what happened earlier. 
He said that the kind of debate that took place today 
was not right. Referring to the International Day of 
Democracy, Joshi said the manner in which the bill 
was being discussed was not according to the rules.

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas in the House on Wednesday.

Raj not the only state to procure 
COBAS machines: Dr Raghu 
First India Bureau

Jaipur: The opposition 
BJP on Wednesday tried 
to corner the govern-
ment over the purchase 
of  COBAS machines for 
Covid testing during the 
pandemic.

However, the health 
minister responded 
well to the opposition 
and defended the move 
of  purchasing the ma-
chine saying Rajasthan 
was not the only state 
which had procured the 
machine. He said that 
other states too had pur-
chased the machine in 
order to enhance the 
testing capacity.

Replying to the ques-
tion asked by Narayan 
Singh Dewal, who 
asked how many com-
panies had participat-
ed in the tender pro-
cess, Sharma informed 
that the COBAS ma-
chine is manufactured 
by one company. He 

said that the govt’s goal 
during the pandemic 
was to save lives of  the 
people. “This was the 
reason why this ma-
chine was bought keep-
ing in view the urgent 
need,” he said.

Leader of  Opposition 
Gulab Chand Kataria 
asked the minister that 
after purchasing the ma-
chine in the year 2020, 
when were the 8,000 
tests  done? Responding 
to this, Dr Raghu said 
that the capacity of  
the machine is to con-
duct 4,000 tests and 3, 
500 tests have been 
done in a day with the 
machine.

z During discussion 
on camel rearing, the 
members of the ruling 
and opposition took 
a jibe at each other.
Rajendra Rathore said 
that he can rear camels 
and can also keep 
donkeys, on which the 
parliamentary affairs 
minister Shanti Dhari-
wal said- ‘You can also 
keep pigs’.  Reacting 
quickly, Rathore said- 
‘It is left for you’.

z Joginder Awana 
raised the issue of land 
acquisition for indus-
trial area in Nadbai. In-
dustry minister Parsadi 
Lal Meena said that the 
government is making 
efforts to set up the 
industrial area.

z Speaker CP Joshi 
pointed out shortcom-
ings in an answer 
submitted by Transport 
Minister Pratap Singh 

Khachariyawas and 
asked ministers not 
to give “incomplete” 
replies.

z Sports minister 
Ashok Chandna 
raised questions on 
the works of RSRDC 
saying most of the 
projects run by the 
RSRDC are running 
late. He said that the 
quality of work was 
also found to be poor 
at some places. He 
said that the sports 
department decided to 
go for open tender but 
the finance department 
did not give permis-
sion, therefore, works 
will have to be done by 
the RSRDC. 

z During the debate 
on Rajasthan State 
Road Transport Service 
(Prevention of Ticket-
less travel) (Amend-
ment) bill-2021, Pratap 

Singh Khachariyawas 
and Gulab Chand Ka-
taria confronted each 
other. Heated argument 
broke out between 
them which led to 
heavy uproar in the 
house due to which the 
house was adjourned 
twice, initially for 15 
minute and then for 45 
minutes.

z During the ques-
tion hour, Jogeshwar 
Garg asked a question 
about the Marwar 
Kshetriya Janjati Vikas 
Board. He said that its 
name is board but it is 
more like an advisory 
committee and most 
of the members are 
officers. He said when 
public representatives 
will be appointed to 
the board.Minister 
Arjun Singh said that 
public representatives 
will also be included 
in the board.

Alwar has be-
come a hotbed of 
crime and law 
and order has 

deteriorated. In 
Bhiwadi, he 
said, fearless 
miscreants 

openly fired 30 
rounds at a 
bakery shop 

when 70 people 
were present.
Baba Balaknath, 

BJP MP

QUESTION HOUR

Satish Poonia addressing BJP Karyakartas Sammelan in Karauli 
on Wednesday.

CP Joshi Shanti Dhariwal

Madan Dilawar

Congress has failed 
on every front. The 

head of the govt is 
busy saving the chair 

while the general 
public is suffering. 
Every section of the 

state is unhappy with 
Congress

Health Min Dr Raghu Sharma



Bharat Dixit

Jaipur: Despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic 
shock, enrollment of  
students in the govern-
ment schools of  the 
State has increased 
from 87 lakh to 90 lakh.
The enrollment was 87 
lakhs in the academic 
year 2020-21 which has 
now touched 90 lakh 
mark.

While every other 
sector has faced the 
wrath of  Covid-19, the 
feat of  the education 
department of  Ra-
jasthan is exemplary.

As per School Educa-
tion Quality Index, 
2019, Rajasthan ranked 
second, this speaks vol-
umes of  the steps taken 
in the State to strength-
en school education.

Enrollment of  6.85 
lakh increased in the 
year 2020-21 whereas 
enrollment of  3 lakhs 
has been attenuated 
this year so far and 
nearly 2 to 3 lakh more 
enrollments is likely to 

increase in the coming 
months, as per sources.

However, small pri-
vate schools. As per 
records of  the educa-
tion department, near-
ly 7000 small private 
schools have shut down 
in the State due to 
which more than 2 lakh 
students have diverted 
towards government 
schools.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Union Minis-
ter, Nitin Gadkari 
would reach Dausa at 11 
am today where he 
would inspect NHAI 
project near Dhanwar.

Local public repre-
sentatives, MoRTH and 
NHAI officials would 
remain present during 
Gadkari visit. Gadkari 
will also interact with 
press on the occasion. 
Gadkari would later 
depart for Swai Mad-
hopur. 

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The State EC 
has announced the by-
election schedule for 25 
Sarpanch, 39 Up Sar-
panch and 1226 Village 
Panchs in 33 districts of  
the state. Polling will 
take place on Septem-
ber 28 from 8 am to 5 pm 
and counting of  votes 
will start soon after the 
voting is over. The elec-
tion of  up-Sarpanch 
will take place on Sept 
29. Public notice will be 
issued on Sept 20.

Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur. State BJP will 
take stern action 
against detractors who 
have worked against 
the party in the recently 
concluded panchayat 
polls in 6 districts of  the 
State.

State BJP President, 
Rajasthan, Satish Pu-
nia and State Organiza-
tion General Secretary 
of  BJP, Chandrashek-
har has received re-
ports about those party 
workers who have ei-

ther work against the 
party or observed indis-
cipline in the recent 
panchayat polls in 6 dis-
tricts.

The report also has 
mention of  the lacunae 
in the Up Zila Pramukh 
and Pradhan/Up Prad-
han elections in the 
Panchayat Samit which 
resulted in party’s deba-
cle. BJP organization 
feels that the action 
against indiscipline 
would send strong mes-
sage in the party and 
will also benefit party.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: On Wednesday, 
three children died due 
to drowning in a pond 
filled with rain water 
located in Goner Dham. 

The accident hap-
pened when the family 
members were setting 
up a tent on the bank of  
the pond for a night 
stay. During this, the 
children got down in 
the water.

 By the time the par-
ents reached, children 

drowned. 
Shivdaspura police 

with the help of  local 
villagers rescued the 
three children. They 
were taken to Mahatma 
Gandhi Hospital but de-
clared dead. 

According to the po-
lice, Gulshan (9), Sha-
hina (8) and Nabu (8) 
lost their lives. These 
three children and their 
families are residents 
of  Ward No. 5, Mallon 
Ka Mohalla Jhag, Bassi 
Bus Stand.

Gadkari to 
inspect NHAI 
projects today

By-polls for 
panchayats 
on Sept 28

Representational image.   —File Photo

7k private schools have shut, 2L 
students diverted to govt schools

Enrollment  in government has 
increased from 87L to 90L
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Shivendra Parmar 

Jaipur: With an aim to 
reduce the number of  
road accidents, the state 
govt has made a plan 
under which investiga-
tion of  accidents will be 
promptly conducted so 
that the safety hazards 
can be addressed and 
accurate information 
can be obtained. 

Transport commis-
sioner Mahendra Soni 
said that the transport 
department and police 
will investigate the 

road accident to find 
out why the road acci-
dent happened.

Usually, after acci-
dents, shifting the vic-

tims to hospital and re-
moving damaged vehi-
cles to resume the traf-
fic remain the priority.

Now, it will be man-

datory for the police sta-
tion to immediately in-
form the transport de-
partment.

Any road accident in 
which 3 or more people 
have died will be inves-
tigated.

A dedicated commit-
tee will be formed in 
every district for the 
investigation. The com-
mittee will include the 
District Transport Of-
ficer, the Transport In-
spector or Sub-Inspec-
tor nominated by him 
and police officers.

Scientific analysis to curb mishaps

RISE IN GOVT SCHOOLS’ ENROLLMENT

No offline classes for students of 6-8 yet
Jaipur: The state government is in no 
mood to commence offline classes 
for 6th to 8th class in the govern-
ment and private schools at present. 
Sighting the fear of third-wave, 
children are not being sent to school 
by their parents. There are chances 
that the government may give the nod 
for offline classes only after Diwali. 

Earlier, setting aside the proposals of 
the Directorate of Education, the state 
government has allowed only 9th 
to 12th class students to attend the 
school physically. On the other hand, 
the schools have been opened par-
tially and completely for class one to 
twelve in some states of the country, 
said sources.

Admission in 4 new medical colleges soon
Jaipur: The state govt has started 
work towards starting admissions in 
new medical colleges.

The Medical Education Depart-
ment has issued the Essentiality 
Certificate for Chittorgarh, Srigan-
ganagar, Sirohi and Dholpur which 
were included in the new medical 

colleges list. According to Medical 
Secretary Vaibhav Galaria, the ap-
plication will be made for approval 
in the National Medical Commission 
as soon as it gets affiliation from the 
university. Application process will 
be completed by Sept 25. Admis-
sions will start from next session.

6 STUDENTS FROM STATE TOP JEE 
MAINS AFTER TAKING COACHING IN KOTA

RAJ WOMEN WORKERS ATTEND WC 
FOUNDATION PROGRAMME AT AICC 

3,83,728 CANDIDATES APPEAR FOR 
THIRD PHASE OF SI EXAMINATION

Jaipur: Rajasthan has produced six toppers who 
ranked all India first in the coveted JEE Main exams 
after taking coaching from Kota. The topper of the lat-
est session whose results were announce on Tuesday 
night is Pulkit Goyal. The other students who scored 
first rank in different editions of JEE mains from 
Rajasthan are Siddhant Mukharjee, Anshul Verma, 
Guramrit Kalra, Kavya Chopra and Mridul Agarwal. 
Siddhant Mukherjee with JEE Main AIR-1 ranking in 
Feb attempt got a perfect score of 300/300.

Jaipur: On the 38th Foundation Day of Mahila 
Congress, female Congress 
leaders from across the nation 
reached AICC in which around 
two thousand members of 
Mahila Congress reached AICC 
Headquarters under the lead-
ership of state chief Rehana 

Riyaz. Moreover, minister Mamta Bhupesh also took 
part in the program.

Jaipur: The third phase of SI and Platoon Commander 
Examination by RPSC was completed peacefully on 
Wednesday. In the first session, 1 lakh 28 thousand 
382 candidates appeared, while 1 lakh 37 thousand 
295 candidates remained absent. In the second ses-
sion, 1 lakh 28 thousand 331 candidates appeared, 
while 1 lakh 37 thousand 346 candidates remained 
absent. In the third phase around 7 lakh 97 thousand 
and 30 candidates were registered, but 3 lakh 83 
thousand 728 candidates appeared. 

Jaipur: The Custom officials have seized two 
gold biscuits in the city airport from a passen-
ger coming from Muscat on Wednesday. When 
the passengers were passing through the green 
channel at the airport after alighting from a Salam 
Air flight, the officials got suspicious about one 
of them. They conducted an X-ray screening of 
the passenger’s belongings but nothing incrim-
inating came out. But the official observed that 
his behaviour was little awkward. So they again 
checked his baggage and found two gold biscuits.

Nagaur: On the 75th anniversary of indepen-
dence, Amrit Mahotsav was organised in Jaipur 
on Wednesday. In the program, RSS pracharak 
Indresh Kumar said that choosing the Taliban is 
like choosing terrorism. If you choose violence, 
then self-respect is bound lose. However, if you 
choose brotherhood, and peace, then communal 
harmony will prevail. In his speech, he also ad-
dressed some of the patriotic Muslims in Indian 
history. He said that Mewar’s gallantry award is 
also in the name of Hakim Khan Sur. 

GOLD BISCUITS SEIZED AT JAIPUR 
AIRPORT FROM MUSCAT FLYER

SPREAD THE MESSAGE OF COMMUNAL 
HARMONY: INDRESH KUMAR

NEWS DIGEST BJP to take action 
against detractors 

3 kids drown to death 
near Goner Dham

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The monitor-
ing of  the government 
schools in the State 
would now be done 
through an app. 

Education dept has 
developed a ‘Shaala 
Sambalan’ app for the 
monitoring of  schools. 

Education Minister, 
Govind Singh Dotasra 
on Wednesday launched 
the mobile app at Shik-
sha Sankul. 

Speaking at the 
launch, Dotasra said 
that the faith of  the 

people in the govt 
schools is increasing in 
the State. Feedback 
about the school works 
will be received 
through the app to 
eradicate shortcom-
ings of  the schools.

Dotasra launches app to monitor and 
eradicate shortcomings in govt schools

Rajasthan stands second in the coun-
try in the field of education and effort 
will be made to climb to the top spot. 

Training is being imparted to the teachers 
about the survey scheduled in November. Agri-
culture subjects have been started in 600 
schools.  —Govind Singh Dotasra, Education Minister

MIN APPROVES TRANSFER ON ONLINE PLEAS
Jaipur: The Education 
Minister said that those 
teachers of Grade III 
who applied online for 
transfer will be trans-
ferred now. “A total of 
84,000 Grade III teachers 
have applied for transfer, 

out of which 50,000 ap-
plications are from eight 
districts. These include 
Alwar, Churu, Srigan-
ganagar, Dausa, Sikar, 
Jhunjhunu and Jaisalmer. 
It isn’t possible to accept 
all transfer applications.”

—PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR

To mark golden jubilee of the victory against Pakistan in the 
1971 ‘Swarnim Vijay Varsh’, rehershals took place at Rambagh 
Polo Ground for multiple events to happen on Sep 18-19. 

Swarnim Vijay Varsh
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SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Above all, keep loving one 
another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins. 

—Peter 4:8

IN-DEPTH

Dharmendra Pradhan 
@dpradhanbjp

In this digital era, the only constant 
is change. India and Africa must 

collaborate and co-create solutions 
to bring in greater ease-of-living for 
citizens, improve delivery of public 

services, drive digital transformations 
and compete globally.

Smriti Z Irani 
@smritiirani

9 structural & 5 procedural reforms to 
boost employment, competitiveness 

& consumer interest in Telecom 
Sector. PM @narendramodi Ji led 

Union Cabinet’s approval to reforms 
will boost broadband & telecom 

connectivity leading to a more robust 
telecom sector of India.

TOP TWEETS

TRIBUNAL VACANCIES 
ARE FILLED BUT NOT 
TO THE SATISFACTION 
OF SUPREME COURT

entral government’s 
moves on appoint-
ments to various tri-
bunals are inexplica-
ble. It first dilly-dal-

lied on filling vacancies in the 
tribunals and did so only after a 
rap from a Supreme Court Bench 
headed by the Chief  Justice of  
India, Justice NV Ramana. When 
the Bench perused the list of  
those appointed on Wednesday, 
the judges were not amused. The 
reason for CJI Ramana and Jus-
tices DY Chandrachud and L. 
Nageswara Rao to feel miffed 
was that the government had 
been picky in choosing candi-
dates from those selected by a 
Search and Selection Committee.

What the government did was 
that it picked names for from the 
“wait list” and ignored those 
who had been selected. Of  those 
appointed 18 were for NCLT, 13 
for ITAT and six for AFT. The CJI 
said the Supreme Court judges 
selected the candidates after an 
elaborate exercise which seems 
to be going waste. The Centre’s 
reluctance to fairly implement 
the SC’s directives challenges 
the Apex Court’s authority. 

C

wo decisions tak-
en by the Union 
cabinet on the tel-
ecom and auto 
sectors, both of  

which were facing stress due 
to various reasons, couldn’t 
have come at a more appro-
priate time. What can be de-
scribed as major reforms in 
the telecom sector, the gov-
ernment has allowed a four-
year moratorium on pay-
ment of  spectrum dues 
which does not help Voda-
fone-Idea much. There will, 
however, be only marginal 
relief  for Vodafone-Idea, 
which is on the brink of  clo-
sure in view of  mounting 
losses and debts primarily 
due to adjusted gross revenue 
(AGR), and Bharti Airtel. 
The definition of  AGR is now 
being rationalized. The sec-

tor has been opened for 100 
percent FDI through direct 
rate and Spectrum sharing 
has been made free. How will 
converting interest on gov-
ernment dues into govern-
ment dues help Vodafone-
Idea has to be seen.

The boost for the auto sec-
tor comes about a week after 
Ford Motors Co. announced 
that it will no longer manu-

facture its cars in India 
which, initially, was seen as 
potentially a big market.  
Auto sector contributes 
around 35 per cent of  the 
manufacturing GDP and is a 
big job creator. The future of  
about 4000 medium and 
small-scale industries’ im-
pinges on the closure of  Ford 
Co. The manpower that 
would be rendered jobless 
will be far higher. The an-
nouncement of  production-
linked incentive with an out-
lay of  Rs 25,929 crore, will 
give the manufacturing sec-
tor the much-needed push. 
The scheme will be for auto 
and auto components. An-
other Rs 120 crore has been 
earmarked for the drone in-
dustry. One can expect the 
sector to create more employ-
ment opportunities.

TELECOM, AUTO SECTORS 
GET CENTRE’S PUSH

The boost for the auto 
sector comes about a week 

after Ford Motors Co. 
announced that it will 
no longer manufacture 
its cars in India which, 

initially, was seen as 
potentially a big market

T

Promoted by First India 
News International Pvt. Ltd.

he annual BRICS summit has 
been very significant for the 
Indian perspective. In the 
meeting of  the group of  five 
major countries of  the world 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa), the way 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin talked about adminis-
tering the trade of  terror and 
drugs, it can be said that In-
dia can get the support of  
Russia in the case of  Afghan-
istan. Some Indian concerns 
seem to be emerging even in 
the vocabulary of  the joint 
statement issued by BRICS at 
the end of  the summit. In a 
joint statement, BRICS has 
spoken of  abstaining from 
violence and a peaceful solu-
tion to the situation in Af-
ghanistan. The member 
states of  the group said that 
the land of  Afghanistan 
should not be used to carry 
out terrorist attacks against 
other countries.

The summit of  the BRICS, 
which took place in the back-
drop of  the Taliban’s control 
in Afghanistan and the for-
mation of  an interim govern-
ment in Kabul, assumes sig-
nificance. Some of  the main 
reasons for this are as fol-
lows- First, it was the first 
meeting of  a major global 

organization after the Tali-
ban came to power in Kabul. 
Second, the meeting first 
agreed to formulate a strate-
gy against terrorism and 
then an action plan was ap-
proved for its implementa-
tion. This step of  BRICS is 
important because India is 
most affected by terrorism 
among the BRICS countries. 
Third, the interests of  three 
of  the group’s five member 
states, India, China and Rus-
sia, are directly linked to Af-
ghanistan.

Although Russia has not 
yet clarified its stand on the 
Taliban government due to 
its proximity to China, the 
way it has been negotiating 
with India and expressed 
concern about the threat of  
Taliban terrorism in BRICS, 
it is clear that Russia will not 
openly go with the Taliban. 
In the past too, there was a 
45-minute long talk between 
Modi and Putin on the issue 
of  Afghanistan. Russian Na-
tional Security Advisor 
(NSA) General Nikolay 
Petrushev also came to India 
and held talks with India’s 
National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval on the issue of  Af-
ghanistan. During the bilat-
eral talks, the two had de-
tailed discussions on possi-
ble security measures in Af-
ghanistan.

However, Russia is adopt-
ing a dual policy regarding 
the Taliban. On the one hand, 
he is discussing with the Tal-
iban for political stability in 

Afghanistan, and on the oth-
er hand, he is increasing the 
mobilization of  Russian 
troops in Tajikistan. There 
are three main reasons for 
the radical attitude of  Rus-
sia. First, America’s bad 
times have always been good 
for Russia. At present, US for-
eign policy is going through 
a bad phase. Russia wants to 
fill this space. Second, after 
the withdrawal of  America, 
Russia wants to increase its 
influence in Central Asia and 
its surrounding region. He is 
a chronic patient of  Afghani-
stan. The third major reason 
is Russia’s own concern. Rus-
sia fears that after the estab-
lishment of  Taliban rule in 
Afghanistan, Afghanistan 
may not become a safe haven 
for the jihadists of  the Cauca-
sus region, especially Islamic 
State terrorists. This is un-
likely, given the figure of  
twenty-six between the Tali-
ban and Islamic State. 
Fourth, Afghanistan’s insta-

bility could have an impact 
on Russia’s north-eastern 
neighbors that were once 
part of  the Soviet Union.

In the meeting, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping called 
for further deepening coop-
eration among member coun-
tries to meet the challenges 
facing BRICS. But Xi re-
mained silent on the issue of  
terrorism. Xi’s silence on ter-
rorism reflects his dual atti-
tude. Looking at the way 
China is increasing relations 
with the Taliban govern-
ment, it would not be wrong 
to say that China has also 
started looking at terrorism 
from the perspective of  good 
and bad, following in the foot-
steps of  Pakistan. After the 
Taliban occupation of  Kabul, 
the manner in which China is 
making clasp with the Tali-
ban, may increase India’s se-
curity concerns. It has an-
nounced $31 million in aid to 
the Taliban for medicines, 
food and other essentials. It 
has promised the Taliban to 
keep its embassy in Afghani-
stan open. The Chinese For-
eign Ministry has also said 
that it wants to build friendly 
relations with the Taliban. A 
few days before the capture of  
Kabul, there were reports of  
the Chinese Foreign Minister 
meeting Taliban leaders. Ac-
tually, China has its own in-
terests in Afghanistan.

There is a large population 
of  Uighur Muslims in Xinji-
ang province of  China. Chi-
na has been accused of  inhu-
man treatment of  Uighur 
Muslims and torturing them. 
China fears that Taliban ter-
rorists may come out in sup-
port of  Uighur Muslims and 
create a crisis in front of  it. 
Apart from this, China has 
long been planning to con-
nect Afghanistan with its im-
portant project China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor. 
This corridor is part of  its 
ambitious project Belt and 
Road Initiative. Now the Tali-
ban have expressed their de-
sire to join this corridor.

There is news also that 
soon talks can be held be-
tween Pakistani intelligence 
agency ISI Chief  Faiz Ha-
meed and Taliban leader 
Mullah Abdul Ghani Bara-
dar regarding this issue. The 
resolve to fight against ter-
rorism on the BRICS plat-
form is a good thing, but giv-
en the way Russia and China 
are supporting the Taliban, it 
would not be wrong to say 
that the big challenge to im-
plement the resolution is the 
remaining three countries of  
the group Brazil, India and 
South Africa. 

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

REASONS FOR DOUBT ON 
BRICS ANNOUNCEMENT

T

Although Russia has not yet 
clarified its stand on the 

Taliban government due to 
its proximity to China, the 

way it has been negotiating 
with India and expressed 

concern about the threat of 
Taliban terrorism in 

BRICS, it is clear that 
Russia will not openly go 

with the Taliban

Russia is adopting a 
dual policy regarding 
the Taliban. On the one 

hand, he is discussing with 
the Taliban for political 
stability in Afghanistan, 

and on the other hand, he 
is increasing the 

mobilization of Russian 
troops in Tajikistan

DR NK SOMANI
The writer is Assistant Professor, 

MJJ Girls College
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OVER 13 SECRETARY-RANK POSTS VACANT AT CENTRE
Rakesh Ranjan 

New Delhi: IAS officers 
from the 1989 batch, be-
sides 3-4 from the 1988 
batch, have been pa-
tiently, though gripped 
by a bit of  despondence, 
waiting since their em-
panelment for GoI secre-
tary posts took place in 
February 2021 (but 
much earlier for the 1988 
batch) for moving into 
their final career post-
ing. Aspirations of  
these officers could have 
been easily fulfilled if  
the decision-making 
process hadn’t turned 
incredibly slow, deliber-
ately or otherwise. 

In the absence of  any 

urgency on the part of  
the administration, 
some officials have 
come to hold the addi-
tional charge to keep 
running the machinery 
of  the government.

It is learned that 
more than 13 top posts 
have been vacant for 
months. And more va-
cancies may be added to 
the current list by this 
month-end. 

The Ministry of  Per-
sonnel tops the list of  
vacancies despite its 
critical role in all ap-
pointments. Its two de-
partments, the Depart-
ment of  Personnel & 
Training (DoPT) and the 
Department of  Pensions 

& Pensioners’ Welfare, 
have been headless. In 
the given situation, Un-
ion Home Secretary 
Ajay Kumar Bhalla is 
holding the additional 
charge of  DOPT. 

The newly carved-out 
Ministry of  Coopera-
tion is still awaiting its 
first-ever Secretary. To 
keep it running, Union 
Agriculture Secretary 
Sanjay Agrawal is hold-
ing the additional 
charge. The economi-
cally crucial Depart-
ment for Promotion of  
Industry & Internal 
Trade (DPIIT) contin-
ues to function under 
an ad-hoc arrangement 
with Giridhar Ara-

mane, Secretary of  the 
Ministry of  Road 
Transport & Highways 
(MoRTH). The post fell 
vacant after the sudden 
demise of  Dr. Guru-
prasad Mohapatra in 
third week of  June 2021.

The Department for 
the North Eastern Re-

gion (DONER) has been 
without a secretary af-
ter Kerala cadre IAS 
Inder Jit Singh hanged 
his boots on August 31, 
despite its importance 
to the Act East Policy.
Similarly, Department 
of  Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, under Wa-

ter Resources Ministry,  
has been headless ever 
since Parameswaran 
Iyer moved out in Janu-
ary 2021 to reportedly 
join his family in the 
United States.

Ministry of  Earth 
Sciences too is awaiting 
a new Secretary, while 

the  Department of  Sci-
ence & Technology has 
not got a secretary since 
departure of  Prof  
Ashutosh Sharma. 

Department of  Offi-
cial Language (MHA) is 
functioning under the 
additional charge of  
Sanjeeva Kumar, a 1986 
batch IAS officer of  
Assam-Meghalaya Cad-
re, who himself  is set to 
retire this month-end.

Post of  secretary to 
Ministry of  Labour & 
Employment fell vacant 
after Ministry of  Infor-
mation & Broadcasting 
got its regular Secretary, 
after May 2020, in Apur-
va Chandra, a 1988 batch 
Maharashtra Cadre IAS 

officer, though Chandra 
is still holding the addi-
tional charge of  Labour 
& Employment. 

Similarly, the Legis-
lative Department is 
also vacant since May 
this year after Dr G 
Narayana Raju, an of-
ficer of  ILS cadre, died 
due to Covid in first 
week of  May.

No less important is 
the post of  secretary to 
the Department of  Skill 
Development and Entre-
preneurship. The vacan-
cy in this nodal agency, 
responsible for training 
youth for gainful jobs, is 
the most unkind of  all 
delays in top adminis-
trative appointments.

PMO SECRETARY 
POST VACANT
Post of PMO secretary 
has been vacant for 
almost 2 years since the 
departure of Bhaskar 
Khulbe in July 2019. 
Added to this vacancy are 
the vacancies triggered 
by the departure of some 
senior and lower rank 
advisers from the PMO.

CRIME AGAINST WOMEN
DOWN
BY OVER21%
IN CITIES

early 77 rape 
cases were re-
ported across 
India on an av-
erage every day 

in 2020, totalling to 
28,046 such incidents 
during the year, the lat-
est National Crime Re-
cords Bureau (NCRB) 
data issued on Wednes-
day showed.

Overall, 3,71,503 cases 
of  crime against women 
were reported across 
the country last year, 
down from 4,05,326 in 
2019 and 3,78,236 in 2018, 
the NCRB, which func-
tions under the Union 
home ministry, stated.

Of  the total cases of  
crimes against women 
in 2020, there were 
28,046 incidents of  rape 
involving 28,153 victims, 
according to the NCRB 
data for the year, which 
witnessed COVID-19 
outbreak and pandemic-
induced lockdowns.

Out of  the total vic-
tims, 25,498 were adults, 
while 2,655 were below 
the age of  18 years, it 
stated. The number of  
rape cases, as defined in 
Indian Penal Code sec-
tion 376, stood at 32,033 
in 2019, 33,356 in 2018 
and 32,559 in 2017. The 
figure for 2016 was 
38,947, according to 
NCRB data from corre-
sponding years.

Among states and Un-
ion Territories, the 
maximum 5,310 rape 
cases were lodged in Ra-
jasthan in 2020 followed 
by Uttar Pradesh (2,769), 
Madhya Pradesh (2,339), 
Maharashtra (2,061) and 
Assam (1,657).

Delhi logged 997 such 
cases during the year, 
the data showed. Of  the 
total crimes against 
women last year, maxi-
mum 1,11,549 were un-
der the category “cruel-
ty by husband or rela-
tives”, while there were 
62,300 cases of  kidnap-
ping and abduction also, 
it showed.

Besides rape, there 
were 85,392 cases of  “as-
sault to outrage modes-
ty and 3,741 cases of  “at-
tempt to commit rape”, 
the NCRB data showed.

There were 105 cases 
of  acid attack logged 
across the country dur-
ing 2020, it added.

India also recorded 
6,966 cases of  dowry 
deaths with 7,045 vic-
tims last year, the data 
showed.

The NCRB, under the 
Union Ministry of  
Home Affairs, is respon-
sible for collecting and 
analysing crime data as 
defined by the Indian 
Penal Code and by spe-
cial and local laws in the 
country. —PTI

35,331
rape cases in 

2020

44,783
in 2019

10,733
cases of cruelty 
by husband or 
his relatives

5,599
women were 

victims of kid-
napping in 

2020

Cruelty by 
Husband or his 

Relatives

30.2%

Assault on 
Women with In-
tent to Outrage 
her Modesty

19.7%

Kidnapping and 
Abduction of 

Women

19%

Rape

7.2%

N

NCRB report: Average 80 murders daily in 
India in 2020, kidnapping cases down; it 
also shows spike in crime against SC/STs

Anita Hada

New Delhi: There is a 
lot of  speculation about 
the replacement of  CM 
Vijay Rupani just be-
fore the Assembly elec-
tions in Gujarat and no 
one knows the real rea-
son behind this move. 
While people are draw-
ing their own conclu-
sions, the real reason is 
that in the Assembly 
elections held after the 
Lok Sabha elections, 
the BJP did not perform 
anywhere as expected. 

BJP has changed its 
strategy by taking les-
sons from that ‘debacle’ 
and has started chang-
ing CM before elections. 
Just before Lok Sabha 
polls in 2019, BJP lost in 
MP, Rajasthan and 
Chhattisgarh, but in 
these three states, BJP 
government was formed 
before Modi and Shah 
came to Centre, i.e. pri-
or to 2014 LS polls. 

After LS poll, BJP 
started losing or weak-
ening in states where 
Modi & Shah formed 
BJP government. As-
sembly elections were 
held in three BJP-ruled 
states soon after LS poll 
and party’s perfor-
mance deteriorated 
here. 

In Maharashtra and 
Jharkhand, the BJP 
was out of  power after 
losing the elections. 
This was an indication 

that CM, who ran the 
govt for 5 years, is una-
ble to come back to pow-
er on his own terms.

The BJP got a similar 
signal in Gujarat too, 
where the party could 
barely cross the major-

ity mark in the 2018 
elections. Jharkhand 
result is the turning 
point. It was the first 
state where the BJP had 
a decisive defeat after 
five years of  a ‘double 
engine’ government.

CHANGING CMS

BJP’S STRATEGY TO CUT
ANTI-INCUMBENCY?
While Saffron Party has been changing CMs in party ruled states; the Grand Old Party 
seems to be in a fix when it comes to bring a change in leadership in states ruled by it!

Congress’ dream; 
BJP’s achievement!
Aditi Nagar

New Delhi : For the last 
several months, there is 
a discussion going on in 
Congress party that it is 
time to shuffle the Chief  
Ministers in states 
ruled by the party. It is a 
general perception in 
the relevant party cir-
cles that the tussle wit-
nessed in Rajasthan, 
Punjab and Chattisgarh 
is the result of  non-ful-
filment of  earlier made 
promises. 

In Punjab, several 
MLAs, including four 
ministers, held a meet-
ing and demanded a 
change of  chief  minis-
ter. A committee of  
three members was 
formed to resolve the is-
sue and even after in-
charge Harish Rawat 
took several days, mat-
ter has not cooled down. 

In Chhattisgarh too, 
under two-and-a-half-
year power sharing for-
mula, campaign to re-
place CM Bhupesh 
Baghel and make TS 
Singhdev CM has been 
going on for several 
days. Many questions 
have also been raised on  
the leadership of  the 
Congress high com-
mand, especially Rahul 

Gandhi but to the dis-
may of  scores of  party 
workers, CMs were not 
changed. 

However, it is msmer-
ising enough that while 
Congress is suffering 
from challenges to ex-
change power, in past 
six months, BJP has 
changed five CMs. It 
first removed Uttara-
khand CM Trivendra 
Singh Rawat and made 
Tirath Singh Rawat CM. 
After four months, Ti-
rath Singh was removed 
& Pushkar Singh Dha-
mi was appointed CM. 

But perhaps the most 
interesting aspect is 
that while Congmen 
may be displaying ‘mut-
ed aggression’ against 
its leadership over 
change of  power, BJP 
leaders are giving up 
their seats on merely 
directions of  high com-
mand, which is creating 
an image of  disciplined 
party among the people. 

WHAT ABOUT SHIVRAJ?
In MP, Shivraj Singh Chouhan though become CM again 
after being the Chief Minister for 12 years, but in reality, 
after Modi and Shah took over, he has come to power for 
the fi rst time and that too in 2020. MP goes to polls in 
2023 and what happens before that remains to be seen.

UP AN EXCEPTION
However, in UP, this strategy could not be carried out, so 
the news that the Prime Minister’s displeasure with the 
work of the state government was propagated so that 
the anti-incumbency could be reduced. If the BJP fol-
lows this strategy even further, then the Chief Ministers 
of the states, where elections are going to be held in 
2022 and 2023, can be changed.

CHANGE IN 
STRATEGY

Learning from its past 
and predicting the 

mood of the public, 
the Saffron party has 

changed the strat-
egy and it is only after 

seeking grassroots 
level feedback from the 

states, that a plan has 
been made to change 

the Chief Ministers.

CHANGING 
FACE
Under this strategy in 
Uttarakhand the Chief 
Minister was changed 
and now in Gujarat 
also the CM has been 
changed for the same 
reason. In Karna-
taka too, the BJP has 
changed the chief min-
ister keeping in mind 
the 2023 elections.

Mahesh Sharma

New Delhi: During 
Manmohan Singh’s gov-
ernment, Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi 
had run the party ac-
cording to agenda of  
social workers & agen-
da for the government 
was also set by social 
workers and NGOs. 
Barring the nuclear 
deal with America, all 
other rights-based 
agendas were set by so-
cial activists. Right to 
information, right to 
food, right to employ-
ment etc. were all on 

agenda of  NGOs. Now 
once again party is don-
ning its ‘NGO avatar’, it 
seems.

Congress President 
has formed a commit-
tee under chairman-
ship of  Digvijay Singh, 
which will coordinate 
with civil society i.e. 
NGOs to prepare a 
roadmap for running 
a movement against 
the policies of  Cen-
tre. Congress has to 
make a long-term 
plan for the move-
ment, and therefore 
BJP got a chance to 
accuse the Congress 

of  being an ally of  ‘tuk-
de tukde’ gang. BJP has 
started saying that the 
Congress will agitate 
with the help of  
Naxalites and anti-na-
tional forces. 

Therefore, in light of  
the upcoming elections 
in states and 2024 gen-
eral elections, it would 
have been better if  Con-
gress coordinated with 
other Opposition par-
ties and made a long-
term plan for the move-

ment. It would have 
been more use-

ful if  So-
nia had 

formed a committee 
headed by Digvijay Sin-
gh to talk about coordi-
nation with the Opposi-
tion parties. But in that, 
the Congress would 
have to give space to the 
opposition as well and 
parties would have ben-
efited from it in the 
states. Whereas what-
ever will be benefit or 
loss due to agitation 
with civil society it will 
be of  Congress. It may 
be good for Congress 
but right now this strat-
egy will not prove to be 
very effective to create a 
movement against BJP.

From ‘Political’ Congress to ‘Activism’ Cong, new 
mantra to gain momentum for grand-old-party!



New Delhi: A day after Haryana 
Home Min Anil Vij stressed that the 
ongoing protest of farmers is more 

of a 'Ghadar (mu-
tiny) than an agita-
tion, Cong MP Man-
ish Tewari slammed 
him by saying "The 
CM of Haryana and 
its Ministers should 

collectively resign and tell PM that 
because of the angst of the people 
against the draconian black farmer's 
bill, the government of Haryana has 
totally lost control”. —ANI

CONG SLAMS ANIL VIJ 
OVER 'GHADAR' REMARK
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New Delhi: With the 
administration of  
61,15,690 doses of  COV-
ID-19 vaccines on Sept 
14, the country's COV-
ID-19 vaccination cover-
age has surpassed the 
cumulative figure of  
75.89 crores, the Union 
Health Ministry said on 
Wednesday.

According to the min-
istry, 75,89,12,277 doses 
of  COVID-19 vaccines 
have been administered 
across the country so 
far through 76,68,216 
sessions.Of  the total, 
1,03,65,064 health care 
workers have received 
the first dose and 
86,27,893 doses have 
been administered as 
the second dose to them. 
1 ,83,39,480frontline 
workers were adminis-
tered the first dose and 
1,41,57,234 vaccine dos-
es were given as the sec-
ond dose to them. —ANI

India administers over 61 lakh jabs 
of Covid-19 vax doses on Sept 14

New Delhi: The Glen-
mark Pharmaceuticals' 
post-marketing surveil-
lance (PMS) study has 
shown no safety con-
cerns with the use of  
Favipiravir (FabiFlu) in 
India for COVID-19 in-
fection. Favipiravir (Fa-
biFlu) was used to treat 
patients with moderate 
to mild COVID-19 infec-
tion.According to the 
research-led and global 
integrated pharmaceu-
tical company, the PMS 
study was done on 1083 
patients at multiple 
centres. The purpose of  
the study was to evalu-
ate the safety and effi-
cacy of  Favipiravir in 
mild to moderate COV-
ID-19 patients. —ANI

Use of FabiFlu 
shows no safety 
concerns

kisan agitating...

the Chief  Minister said, 
“it is important to have 
this program on the oc-
casion of  Democracy 
Day as our farmers are 
agitating against agri-
cultural laws in a peace-
ful manner as per the 
democratic norms of  
protest. The discipline 
with which and the 
manner in which the 
farmers have been 
struggling for many 
months without losing 
hope in spite 
of  all the 
di f f icul -
ties, de-
s e r v e s 
congratu-
lations for 
this.”

New Delhi: Despite 
strong support to the 
ongoing anti-Central 
agri laws stir by farm-
ers', the Congress' has 
again shown its discon-
nect with the commu-
nity's sentiments as the 
party has neither an of-
fice nor dedicated presi-
dent for its Kisan Con-
gress (farmers front). 
The situation has led to 
serious questions being 
raised regarding Con-
gress' claims for repre-
senting the interest of  
farmers.

Former party presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi and 

party's general secy and 
UP state in-charge Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra 
have been active on so-
cial media in support of  
farmers every day.

These questions are 

being raised because it 
has been two years 
since Nana Patole left 
the post of  Kisan Con-
gress President, but to 
date, no President has 
been appointed. —ANI

Amid claims of fighting for farmers, Cong kisan front headless

Poonch: PDP chief  Me-
hbooba Mufti on Tues-
day alleged that the BJP 
government has made 
people miserable and 
asked the Centre to 
show concern about the 
problems faced by the 
country's citizens rath-
er than deflecting 
through Afghanistan.

Speaking to the me-
dia persons during her 
visit to Poonch, the for-
mer Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief  Minister fur-
ther said that the Cen-
tral government is not 
listening to anyone, in-
cluding the farmers 
who have been protest-
ing against its policies 

for the past several 
months. "Taliban are in 
Afghanistan. Why talk 
about them? We have a 
lot of  issues here, the 
biggest being the farm-
ers' protest. Why do we 
not talk about farmers, 

corruption in the coun-
try?" Mufti asked.

The PDP chief  fur-
ther alleged t that she 
do not see any develop-
ment in the UT after 
the abrogation of  Arti-
cle 370. —ANI

Mehbooba Mufti asks Centre to 
resolve citizens, farmers issues

New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, 
West Bengal Chief  Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
and Serum Institute of  
India (SII) CEO Adar 
Poonawala have 
been listed in the Time 
Magazine’s 100 Most 
Influential People of  
2021.Both PM Modi 
and Mamata Banerjee 
are listed among ‘lead-
ers’ who also include 
US President Joe 
Biden and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris 
and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping.

Former US President 

Donald Trump is also in 
the list.The list of  20 
leaders also includes 
Taliban co-founder 
Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar.

Adar Poonawalla is 
listed among ‘pioneers’.

Serum Institute of  
India is the world’s larg-
est vaccine manufac-
turer by the number of  
doses produced and 
sold globally. It is ramp-
ing up the production 
of  COVID-19 vaccines.

The other categories 
in the Times list include 
icons, titans, artists and 
innovators. —ANI

New Delhi: The Delhi 
HC on Wednesday is-
sued notice to the Elec-
tion Commission of  In-
dia and others in a plea 
seeking to declare cash 
transfer or promises by 
political parties in elec-
tion manifestos as cor-
rupt practice under Sec-
tion 123 of  Representa-
tion of  People Act, 19

The bench of  Justice 
DN Patel and Justice 
Jyoti Singh sought the 
response of  the Union 
of  India, ECI, Indian Na-
tional Congress and 
Telugu Desam Party 
and slated the matter for 
September 24. The 
Bench also asked the EC 

what action had they 
taken on false offers and 
promises made by politi-
cal parties during the 
election. Despite know-
ing that there are cate-
gorical directions by 
Supreme Court and 
your guidelines, you 
people are sitting tight, 
further added the bench.

The plea also stated 
that election manifestos 
promising transfer of  
cash not by way of  goods 
to be distributed for free 
or at a subsidized rate or 
in pursuance of  any 
scheme which would 
provide an opportunity 
to earn in exchange for 
physical labour. —ANI

Modi, Mamata and 
Poonawalla in Time’s 
list of influential people

EC to declare cash txn 
corrupt poll practice?

MODI TO INTERACT WITH GOANS ON 
100% 1ST COVID DOSE COVERAGE
Panaji: PM Modi on September 18 will interact 
via video conference with a cross section of the 
people from Goa, including health workers, cabi-
net ministers, bureaucrats and members of the 
public.He will congratulate them on 100 per cent 
completion of the first vaccination dose, Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant said on Wednesday. 
Sawant also said that the detailed programme 
about the event would be issued on Thursday. 
Last week, PM Modi tweeted congratulations to 
CM Pramod Sawant and health workers in the 
state for the successful completion of 100% 
coverage of the first dose of the Covid vaccine.

Baghpat: Bharatiya Kisan Union 
(BKU) leader Rakesh Tikait on Tues-
day alleged that AIMIM leader Asa-

duddin Owaisi and 
BJP were a team and 
the farmers needed 
to understand their 
moves well. "Owaisi 
and BJP are a team. 
He is BJP's 'chacha 

jaan'. He has the blessings of the 
BJP. He will abuse them, but they will 
not file a case against him. BJP will 
take his help. Farmers will have to 
understand their moves. —ANI

RAKESH TIKAIT: OWAISI IS 
BJP’S ‘CHACHA JAAN’

They do not talk 
about the issues of 
the people of 
Jammu and 

Kashmir which was bifur-
cated, rampant corruption 
and the lack of devel-
opment.”

—Mehbooba 
Mufti,  PDP chief

—FILE PHOTO

Narendra Modi Mamata Banerjee Adar Poonawalla

New Delhi: Vice Presi-
dent and Rajya Sabha 
Chairman M Venkaiah 
Naidu, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Wednesday 
launched Sansad TV. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion which coincides 
with the International 
Day of  Democracy, PM 
Modi said, “Nation is 
getting a new medium 
of  communication that 
will function as a voice 
for India’s youth and de-
mocracy. Today,
Doordarshan has com-
pleted 62 yrs as well and 
a lot of  people have con-
tributed to its journey.”

PM said in the rapidly 

changing times, the role 
of  media and TV chan-
nels is also changing 
rapidly. “The 21st cen-
tury is bringing revolu-
tion, especially through 

communication and dia-
logue. In such a situa-
tion, it becomes natural 
that the channels associ-
ated with our Parlia-
ment should also trans-

form themselves accord-
ing to these modern ar-
rangements.”

“The creative people 
in communication often 
say ‘Content is King’. In 

my experience, ‘Content 
is Connect’. This ap-
plies both to media as 
well “The creative peo-
ple in communication 
often say ‘Content is 
King’. In my experience, 
‘Content is Connect’. 
This applies both to me-
dia as well as our demo-
cratic setup. Our democ-
racy doesn’t just have 
politics, but also poli-
cies,” he said.
Pointing that India is 
mother of  democracy, 
he said, “Democracy for 
India is not just a sys-
tem, it is an idea. De-
mocracy in India is not 
only a constitutional 
structure, but it is a 
spirit. —ANI

CONTENT IS CONNECT: PM AT SANSAD TV LAUNCH 
Unparl behaviour by public reps 
tarnished image of insts: Birla

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu along with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla during the jointly launch of the Sansad TV, in New Delhi on Wednesday. —PHOTO BY ANI

New Delhi: Lok Sab-
ha Speaker Om Birla 
on Wednesday said 
that incidents of  un-
parliamentary behav-
iour of  public repre-
sentatives have in-
creased in recent 
years, which have 
tarnished the image 
of  democratic institu-
tions adding that col-
lective efforts are 
needed to ensure dis-
cipline.

He was addressing 

the inaugural session 
of  the 81st All India 
Presiding Officers 
Conference (AIPOC) 
at Parliament House 
Annexe. Speaking on 
the occasion, Birla 
said the credibility of  
legislatures is linked 
to the conduct and be-
haviour of  their mem-
bers and that is why 
the members are ex-
pected to observe the 
highest standards of  
discipline and deco-

rum, both inside and 
outside the legisla-
tures.

Birla noted that be-
ing an elected public 
representative, a 
member has certain 
privileges and these 
privileges, which 
come with responsi-
bilities, are meant for 
performing their du-
ties as parliamentari-
ans in an effective 
manner and without 
any hindrance. —ANI

On Int’l Day of Democracy PM Modi, VP Naidu and LS Speaker Birla launched Sansad TV which is formed merging LS and RS TV channels

FROM PG 1

LT GEN (RETD) GURMIT SINGH SWORN-
IN AS NEW GUV OF UTTARAKHAND
Uttarakhand: Lieutenant General (retd) Gurmit 
Singh was sworn in on Wednesday as the new 
Governor of Uttarakhand. The oath of office was 
administered to Singh by Chief Justice of the 
Uttarakhand High Court Justice RS Chauhan at a 
function held at the Raj Bhawan in Dehradun. Lt Gen 
Singh succeeds Baby Rani Maurya, who resigned 
on September 8 - three years before completing her 
tenure. The function was attended by Chief Minister 
Pushkar Singh Dhami, his cabinet colleagues and a 
number of senior government officials. —ANI

EC TO DEPLOY 52 COMPANIES OF 
CENTRAL FORCES FOR BENGAL BYPOLLS
Kolkata: The Election Commission (EC) of India is 
likely to deploy 52 companies of central forces for 
the upcoming by-elections in three assembly con-
stituencies in West Bengal, including the high-volt-
age Bhabanipur bypoll from where Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee is contesting.  The EC has decided 
to deploy 19 companies of central forces in Bhaban-
ipur alone, the highest among the three constituen-
cies, according to sources. The rest of the 33 will 
be divided between Jangipur and Samserganj in 
Murshidabad district. —ANI

LIMITED SPECTATORS TO BE ALLOWED AT 
IPL MATCHES; IPL RESUMES ON SUNDAY
New Delhi: The IPL, which was suspended midway 
in May due to COVID-19 cases in its bio bubble, will 
be resumed from Sunday with defending cham-
pions Mumbai Indians taking on Chennai Super 
Kings at the Dubai International Cricket Stadium. 
“This match will be a momentous occasion as we 
welcome the fans back to the stadiums after a brief 
hiatus owing to COVID-19 situation,” an IPL state-
ment said. “Matches will be played at Dubai, Sharjah 
and Abu Dhabi with limited seating available.” the 
statment added. —ANI

PRINCE RAJ SEXUAL ASSAULT CASE: 
CULPRITS WILL BE PUNISHED, CHIRAG
Patna (Uttar Pradesh): Senior LJP leader Chirag 

Paswan said on Wednesday that 
the guilty in the sexual assault case 
involving his cousin and MP Prince 
Raj Paswan must be punished. “I 
am still in favour of punishment for 
whoever is guilty. I had heard both 
sides in Jan. And I advised them to 
go to the police, and let the matter 

be probed,” Paswan said. —ANI

AAP ANNOUNCES SS KALER AS 
CANDIDATE AGAINST CM DHAMI
Dehradun: AAP’s Uttarakhand state prez SS Kaler

will be contesting elections against 
CM Pushkar Singh Dhami from 
Khatima during the state assembly 
elections next year. To contest the 
elections he has resigned from the 
position of state prez. AAP’s CM 
face Col. Ajay Kothiyal said that 
We’ve appointed three working prez 

and soon the candidates will be announced. —ANI

RAJYA SABHA TMC MP ARPITA 
GHOSH TENDERS RESIGNATION
New Delhi: TMC MP Arpita Ghosh has resigned 
from the Rajya Sabha and her resignation has 
been accepted by Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu, a notification from the Rajya Sabha 
Secretariat said on Wednesday. Her resignation 
has taken many of her own party members by 
surprise. Ghosh was among those suspended 
during the ruckus in Rajya Sabha jn the recently 
concluded parliament session where both MPs 
and marshals were allegedly injured. —ANI

CRUCIAL READ
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Jodhpur: A head con-
stable Nenaram of  Ba-
nar police station was 
trapped by the ACB on 
Wednesday while he 
was taking bribe for fil-
ing FR in a theft case. 
During the trap, the 
head constable was on 
duty for SI examina-
tion. 

During the action, a 
bribe amount of  Rs 
10,000 was confiscated 
from him. The head 
constable had asked for 
a bribe in lieu filing FR 
in the theft case. The 
complaint was given to 
the Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB). 

Jaipur: The state had 
registered 5310 cases of  
rape in 2020. Though 
the number of  cases 
has reduced by 687 from 
2019 but the state still 
recorded more cases 
compared to others. As 
per the data, the survi-
vor knew the offenders 
in 95% of  the cases. The 
data released also 
showed that the state 
had 965 attempt to rape 
cases, again the highest 
in India.

The state stands third 
in the cases of  cruelty 
by husbands and rela-
tives with 13,765 cases 
following West Bengal 
and Uttar Pradesh.

Of  the total rape vic-
tims, 1,279 are under 18 
while 4,031 are adults. 
The perpetrator in more 
than half  the rape cases 
in the state were alleg-
edly family friends, 
neighbours, employee 
or other known people.

The state also wit-
nessed an increase in 
crimes against mem-
bers of  scheduled caste 
– in 2018, the state re-
corded 4,607 cases, 
which rose to 6,794 in 
2019 and 7,017 in 2020 
with a crime rate of  
57.4%. Experts feel that 
free registration led to 
the high number of  cas-
es. Rape cases are on 
the rise but around 42% 
are found to be false al-
legations.

RAJ UNSAFE FOR WOMEN! 
State has recorded maximum number of rape cases for second year in a row 
according to the report of 2020 released by National Crime Record Bureau

5310 
RAPE CASES 

IN 2020

Rajasthan registered the highest 
number of rape cases in the country 
followed by Uttar Pradesh

5,310
rape cases puts 
Rajasthan on top 

2,769
cases of rape 
puts UP on 
second slot 

2,339
cases in Madhya 
Pradesh 

2,061
rape in cases Maharashtra 

 264 of the total accused are outsiders or un-
known to the victims, as per the report. 

 Of the total known offenders, 721 are family 
members while 1531 are friends, online friends, 
live-in partners or separated husbands.

Head constable held for taking 
`10,000 bribe in Jodhpur

Minor raped in Hanumangarh village, FIR lodged
Hanumangarh: A minor girl 
was raped in Gorkhana village 
of  Khuiyan police station area 
of  the district. The incident 
happened when she was re-
turning house from the school.

While she was returning to 
her house, the two accused 
raped the girl by taking her to 
a deserted house in the village. 

After the incident, the victim 
informed the family members 
about the incident. A case has 
been registered with the police 
in this connection.

Police station in-charge Vi-
jender Sharma said that the 
minor was returning home 
from school at around 1 pm on 
Tuesday. Rampas and Suren-

dra alias Bhalaram of  the vil-
lage took the girl to a deserted 
house on a bike. Both raped her 
and fled away. On reaching 
home, the victim narrated the 
incident to the family mem-
bers. A case was registered 
against the accused under 
POCSO Act . Nohar CO MS Ra-
jvi is investigating the matter.

BHANWARI 
MURDER CASE: 
INDRA GETS BAIL
Jaipur: Rajasthan High 
Court on Wednesday 
granted bail to the alleged 
mastermind of the Bhan-
wari Devi abduction and 
murder case, in which a 
former state minister and 
16 others were arrested.
Indra Bishnoi is the last 
of the 17 accused to have 
got bail. Last month, the 
court had granted bail to 
former Rajasthan minister 
Mahipal Maderna and 15 
others. Bhanwari Devi, 
who was posted as an 
ANM in Jaliwara village of 
Jodhpur, had gone miss-
ing in September 2011.

Jaipur: High Court stayed the action of confi sca-
tion of benami property of slain gangster Anand 
Pal by Income tax department.The bench of 
justice Arun Bhansali gave the order saying that 
properties purchased in 2007 cannot be confi s-
cated. The court said that the seizure of the said 
property cannot be done according to the Benami 
Transaction (Prohibition) Amendment act-2016. 

Jaipur: The Rajasthan High Court stayed the arrest 
of BJP MLA Madan Dilawar in cases related to pro-
vocative speech and violation of lockdown. Justice 
Satish Sharma sought case diary from police in both 
cases against Dilawar. A case under sections 153-A, 
295-A of IPC is registered against Dilawar in Jhalra-
patan police station and another case is lodged with 
Ramganjmandi police station under section 188, 

Sikar: ACB arrested the Assistant Administrative Offi cer 
of PWD red-handed while taking a bribe of 20,000 on 
Wednesday. AAO Chatur Ram had demanded a bribe 
of Rs 50,000 to clear the contractor’s old bills. A deal 
was settled on behalf of the complainant to pay the fi rst 
installment of Rs 20,000. ACB took action in the PWD 
offi ce located at Dak Bungalow on Wednesday.Sikar 
ACB DSP Zakir Akhtar said that the complainant Mohan 
Lal is a contractor with PWD. 

HC STAYS CONFISCATION OF BENAMI 
PROPERTY OF GANGSTER ANANDPAL

RAJASTHAN HIGH COURT STAYS ARREST 
OF BJP MLA MADAN DILAWAR

ACB TRAPS AAO RED-HANDED FOR TAKING 
RS 20,000 BRIBE FOR CLEARING BILLS

NEWS DIGEST

DUBIOUS DISTINCTION

UNSAFE WITH FAMILY?

The state had 
registered 5310 

cases of 
rape in 2020. 

Though the 
number of cases 

has reduced by 687 
from 2019 but the 
state still recorded 
more cases com-

pared to others. As per 
the data, the survivor 
knew the offenders in 

95% of the cases. The 
data showed that the state had 965 

attempt to rape cases, again the highest in 
India. The state stands third in the cases of 

cruelty by husbands and relatives with 13,765 cases 
following West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. Of the 

total rape victims, 1,279 are under 18 while 4,031 
are adults. The perpetrator in more than half the 

rape cases in the state were allegedly family friends, 
neighbours, employee or other known people. 

Accused head constable in ACB custody in Jodhpur.

Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: A Kisan San-
sad was organised in 
Jaipur’s Birla audito-
rium where the farm-
ers demanded with-
drawal of  farm laws 
enacted by the Centre.

The event was or-
ganised on Interna-
tional Day of  Democ-
racy by the Kisan Mor-
cha- Rajasthan, which 
was attended by hun-
dreds of  the farmers.

Farmers’ Produce 
Trade and Commerce 

(Promotion and Facili-
tation) Act, Essential 
Commodities (Amend-
ment) act and Farmers 
(Empowerment and 
Protection) Agreement 

on Price Assurance 
and Farm Services 
Act were discussed.

Disadvantages of  
the laws were high-
lighted and the farm-

ers demanded with-
drawal of  the laws, 
Himmat Singh, a repre-
sentative of  the Kisan 
Morcha said.

The proceedings of  
the Kisan Sansand 
were held on the pat-
tern of  Parliament. At 
the end of  the discus-
sion, the chairperson 
conducted voting and 
all rejected the laws 
unanimously.

BKU leaders Rakesh 
Tikait and Rajaram 
Meel did not attend the 
meeting. 

Farmers demand repealing of 3 agri 
laws, Rakesh Tikait, Meel skip meet 

KISAN SANSAD

Major changes in township policy soon 

Udaipur defeats 
Sikar, wins 
Colvin Trophy
First India Bureau

Jaipur. Udaipur be-
came champion after 
defeating Sikar by 3 
wickets in the final 
match of  the Colvin 
Shield state level sen-
ior cricket tournament 
played at SMS Stadium 
Jaipur.  The tourna-
ment was organised by 
Rajasthan Cricket As-
sociation. 

Abhishek Shrivastava 

Jaipur: With an aim to 
remove the hurdles in 
development, the state 
is going to effect major 
changes in its town-
ship policy and the 
blueprint for it has al-
ready been prepared.

The present town-

ship came into force in 
2010. The town plan-
ning of  all the cities 
and towns were imple-

mented as per this pol-
icy all these years. But 
promoters have been 
cribbing over lack of  
clarity on many issues 
giving them the jitters.

 Giving in to their 
pressure, the govern-
ment is now bringing 
changes in the policy. 
The draft circular to 

notify the changes has 
also been prepared. 
Whether the plan lay-
out has been approved 
or not, the width of  a 
proposed or approved 
road under the master 
plan or zonal plan 
changes many times to 
the disadvantage of  the 
promoter concerned.

Kisan Sansad at Jaipur on Wednesday.

SACHIN PILOT VISITS GURJAR
Former Deputy 
Chief Minister 
Sachin Pilot 
visited SMS 
hospital in Jaipur 
on Wednesday 
and met 
Viratnagar MLA 
Indraj Gurjar and 
inquired about his 
health. Dr Sudhir 
Bhandari was 
also accompany 
him. Para Olympic 
medalist Devendra 
Jhanjharia also 
met Sachin Pilot.

—PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR



Nature has made many places 
beautiful but I have realised that 
being among friends makes 

every place ‘beautiful’ and special.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Rajendra Chhabra

Jaipur: A rare and bi-
zarre occurrence has 
made the state bureau-
cracy focus on Secre-
tary, Animal Husband-
ry department Arushi 
Malik. The bureaucrat 
has three departments 
under her viz Animal 
Husbandry, Fisheries 
and Gopalan. But what 
is interesting here is 
the fact that the post of  
Head of  Department 
(HOD) in all three is ly-

ing vacant. This is per-
haps the first of  its 
kind instance in bu-
reaucratic history of  
Rajasthan.

The post of  Director, 
Animal Husbandry is 
vacant since January 
2020 and the additional 
charge of  Director has 
been given to the dept’s 
Joint Secretary. This is 
a technical department 
and therefore since its 
inception, a veterinary 
doctor has been ap-
pointed HOD, always. 

This time too when the 
post went vacant in De-
cember 2019, the then 
departmental Secre-
tary Rajesh Sharma 
proposed that the sen-
ior most additional di-
rector should be given 
the charge. However, 
minister Lalchand Ka-
taria did not like either 
of  the three technical 
additional directors 
and rather, the reins 
were handed to RAS 
joint secretary Viren-
dra Singh, going out of  

the way.
Minister Kataria’s 

PS Vibhu Kaushik is 
also a 2006 batch RAS 
and since the appoint-

ment, both these RAS 
have become the ‘own-
ers’ of  the department. 

In the recent jumbo 
RAS shuffle list of  Au-
gust 2, Laxmikan Balot 
was appointed as joint 
secretary in place of  
Singh.

However, in the past 
20 months, at the hands 
of  the RAS duo, the de-
partment has taken a 
serious hit, but Kataria 
and his PS, Kaushik ap-
pear to be unaffected.

The second depart-

ment under Malik is 
Fisheries and since the 
beginning, an IAS has 
been appointed its Di-
rector. But on July  30 
when IAS Shyamlal 
Gurjar retired, the gov-
ernment did not ap-
point a new Director in 
his place and it is sur-
prising that DoP did not 
give additional charge 
of  the post to anyone.

This means that as 
on today, there is no 
HOD in Fisheries and 
therefore all responsi-

bility lies with Arushi 
Malik.

In the third depart-
ment under Malik—Go-
palan—RAS officers 
have been appointed as 
Directors, but this time 
around, no RAS has 
been given this post but 
in its place a veterinary 
doctor Lal Singh has 
been given additional 
charge. 

Word is that it was 
minister Pramod Jain 
Bhaya’s wish to get Sin-
gh at the post since he 

is Bhaya’s ‘preferred of-
ficial’.

Handling the affairs 
of  the three depart-
ment, without the help 
of  any HOD, is perhaps 
a major challenge for 
Arushi Malik, who is 
doing her best to func-
tion in best possible 
and organized manner. 

No one knows for 
sure as to till when will 
the state government 
continue with the stop 
gap arrangement to 
run these departments.

‘Lone ranger’ Arushi handling 3 depts without senior presence!

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Secre-
tary Niranjan Arya said 
that high priority 
should be given for suc-
cessfully conducting 
the REET exam to be 
held on September 26. 
For the same, officers 
should take regular re-
view meetings, the con-
cerned departments 
should work in coordi-
nation and its monitor-
ing should be done con-
tinuously. Arya was ad-
dressing the review 
meeting for conducting 
the REET examination 
at the Government Sec-
retariat through video 
conferencing on 
Wednesday. He said that 
the REET exam would 
be conducted on Sep-
tember 26 and about 26 
lakh candidates expect-
ed to attend the exami-

nation. The exam would 
be conducted in two 
shifts at 4000 centres.

Meanwhile, Arya will 
visit two divisions of  
the state from Wednes-
day to see the imple-
mentation of  the 
schemes and pro-
grammes of  the Ashok 
Gehlot government.

This will probably be 
the first instance where 
the chief  secretary is 
going on such visits for 
the monitoring of  

schemes and to gauge 
the public mood. Dur-
ing the visits on Sep-
tember 17 and 18, Arya 
will hold divisional 
level meetings with of-
ficers and conduct sud-
den visits in Sikar, Bi-
kaner, Nagaur, Pali and 
Jodhpur so that the 
mandate of  good gov-
ernance of  the Ashok 
Gehlot government 
could be implemented 
very well. His visit of  2 
divisions starts today.

Aishwary Pradhan 

Jaipur: With nearly two 
years still to go before 
the poll bugle is sounded 
in Rajasthan, the Bhar-
tiya Janta Party, in a bid 
to stay one step ahead of  
its ‘rival’, has now de-
vised to hold a high pro-
file review meeting, to 
look at its prospects of  
coming back to power 
after the 2023 Assembly 
polls as well as its chanc-
es of  denting Congress’ 
morale in the upcoming 
two bypolls.

“Chintan baithak”, as 
the proposed meeting is 
being called, will be or-
ganised on September 
20 and 21 at Kumbhal-
garh which will be 
chaired by National Or-
ganization General Sec-
retary BL Santosh 
wherein all the promi-

nent leaders of  the par-
ty will be present.

Poonia to table 
report on 
functioning of org 
During the meet, State 
President Satish Poonia 
will table a report on the 
functioning of  the or-
ganisation and will give 
information about other 
achievements including 
service works of  Corona 
period. As of  now, Poo-
nia is busy in the prepa-

rations for the meeting.
Apart from Santosh 

and Poonia, state in-
charge Arun Singh, 
and General secretary 
(organization) Chan-
drashekhar will also be 
present. LoP Gulab 
Chand Kataria and his 
deputy Rajendra 
Rathore will also be 
present for the meet. 

Many senior leaders 
to attend
Notably, former Chief  

Minister and National 
Vice President of  BJP—
Vasundhara Raje—is 
also expected to attend 
the meet. In addition, 
National General Secre-
tary and Union Minis-
ter Bhupendra Yadav 
will also be present.

Similarly, union min-
isters Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat, Arjun Ram 
Meghwal, Kailash 
Chowdhary and MPs 
CP Joshi, Kanakamal 
Katara amongst others 
will also be attending 
the meeting. 

Interestingly, former 
party president and di-
visional in-charges are 
also proposed to be 
called for the brain 
storming and if  sources 
are to be believed, there 
may be a presence of  
more than 3 dozen 
prominent leaders.

CS:Give priority to successfully 
conduct REET exam on Sept 26

Paralympian 
Avani to 
dedicate rooftop 
playground at 
RAS club today! 

Sandhu visits Walled City to analyse 
patta distribution of residents

‘Students need to be 
told ancient Indian tech’

BJP sounds early poll bugle with Chintan 
Baithak in Kumbhalgarh on Sept 20-21 

CM gives 
major relief to 
small scale 
industries

Vikas Sharma

Jaipur: People living in 
villages and dhanis in 
the state will no longer 
have to approach big 
hospitals for advance 
health check-ups as the 
medical department is 
going to take a big step, 
as intended by CM 
Ashok Gehlot to give the 
‘Right to Health’ to the 
people of  the state. Un-
der the hub and spock 
model the scope of  the 
free investigation 
scheme will be in-
creased from PHC-CHC 
to district hospitals.

Amidst the ongoing 
Corona battle, CM 
Ashok Gehlot’s budget 

for the year 2021-22 has 
been completely based 
on the strengthening of  
health services. 

Even CM Gehlot ac-
knowledged that there 
was a need to better the 
health facilities and ser-
vices in rural areas and 
therefore, under the 
hub and spock model, 
the government labs 
will be upgraded for 
which the service pro-
vider will be entrusted 
with the responsibility. 

Under the directions 
of  Mission Director 
(NHM) Sudhir Sharma, 
a tender worth Rs 625 
crores has been floated 
for the implementation 
of  this scheme.

Scope of free test scheme to be upgraded!
Tender of `625 cr floated to upgrade 3,000 
govt labs which will conduct 143 tests!

GEHLOT’S ‘SUPER-HEALTH’ VISION

LABS WILL BE DIVIDED INTO 
TWO DIVISIONS

Jaipur Division: Jaipur, Bharatpur, Kota 
and Ajmer divisions

Jodhpur Division: Jodhpur, Bikaner and 
Udaipur Divisions

THIS IS HOW IT WILL HAPPEN
z 1 mother lab will be set up in each dis-
trict. Total 33 mother labs will be set up

z Apart from this, 117 hub labs will be 
set up at sub-district, satellite and CHC 
level.

z In addition, 3002 spock labs will be 
operated at all PHC levels. These will be 
small labs, where tests other than routine 
tests will be sent to the hub or mother 
lab as per the requirement.

z For the people living in villages and 
dhanis, while the state government is 
expanding the scope of investigation in 
local hospitals, on the other hand it is 
also developing hi-tech facility to re-
port these tests. The private service 
provider will examine the patients 
in due time and give the report on 
the registered mobile number of the 
patient along with the concerned 
hospital, therefore the patient will 
not have to go their hospital for 
reports etc.

NEW ADDITIONS
z At PHC-CHC level: Liver, kidney, electro-
lytes related tests will be added

z At sub-district, satellite and district hos-
pital: Cancer markers, hormones, biopsies, 
various cultures etc will be available

z Under the direction of Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot and Medical Minister Dr. Raghu 
Sharma, the Medical Department has done 
complete homework in the direction of ex-
panding the scope of the Free Testing Scheme. 
Discussions have also taken place, so that 
there should not be any problems in the im-
plementation of the plan. It is expected that the 
scheme will be implemented in the field at the 
earliest, so that the best medical services are 

provided at the earliest to the common man.

UPGRADATION OF FACILITIES
PHC: At present the facility of 15 tests, 

will be increased to 66
CHC: At present, the facility of 37 tests, 

will be increased to 101
Sub District-Satellite Hospital: At 

present, facility of 56 tests, which will 
be increased to 117

District Hospital: At present the facility 
of 56 tests, will be increased to 143

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has given 
a major relief  to small 
businesses as he has di-
rected the Industries 
department to forego a 
due amount of  Rs8 
crore against the small 
scale businesses. 

This outstanding 
loan is pending for two 
decades on artisans, 
weavers, cottage, small 
entrepreneurs associ-
ated with small scale 
industries for which 
Gehlot has approved 
the proposal of  one 
time outstanding loan 
waiver by the Indus-
tries Department.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In yet another 
pragmatic move at the 
renowned RAS Club at 
Jaipur, a rooftop play-
ground will be inaugu-
rated on Thursday at 4 
pm. RHB Commission-
er and Patron of  RAS 
Club, Pawan Arora 
said that the chief  
guest of  the event 
would be Avni Lekha-
ra, Tokyo Paralympic 
gold medalist from 
Jaipur. She will also be 
honored by the club. 
“There was a demand 
of  officials that RAS 
club should also have a 
play area on the roof-
top. Keeping this spirit 
in mind, a playground 
is being started on the 
rooftop,” Arora said.

 COURTESY MEET
Deputy Speaker 
of Assam 
Assembly
Dr Numal 
Momin called 
on Raj Assembly 
Speaker Dr 
CP Joshi on 
Wednesday in 
his chambers 
at Assembly. 
Later, Dr Joshi 
also participated 
in 81st All 
Indian Presiding 
officers 
conference 
through VC.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: UDH consult-
ant GS Sandhu along 
with the team reached 
Walled City are of  
Jaipur on Wednesday to 
analyse how (pattas) 
lease papers can be giv-
en to old population and 
people there. Sandhu 
visited Mishraji ka ras-
ta, Zanani Deodhi and 
areas behind fruit mar-
ket of  Johri Bazar and 

others. He also went to 
some havelis and met 
the residents. During 
the inspection, he 
talked to the local peo-
ple and saw the docu-
ments of  their houses.

Chief  Town Planner 
RK Vijayvargiya, Prin-
cipal Advisor HS San-
cheti, UDH Joint Secy 
Manish Goel, JMC Her-
itage Commissioner 
Awadhesh Meena and 
other officials accom-

panied him. 
Meanwhile, pre-

camps of  PSKS cam-
paign commenced from 
Wednesday. On the first 
day, JDA and JMC or-
ganised camps in their 
offices to seek applica-
tions from people. Low 
turnout was seen in 
pre-camps in JMC. 
Camps of  nearly 24 
wards were organized 
in JMC Greater & Her-
itage. 

Jaipur: Governor 
Kalraj Mishra has 
called for making avail-
able technical knowl-
edge-science and tech-
nology present in an-
cient Indian texts for 
study according to mod-
ern time-contexts. He 
said that engineering 
students need to be told 
how ancient and scien-
tific Indian technology 
has been.

Governor Mishra, 
while addressing online 

from Raj Bhavan on 
Wednesday in the “Emi-
nent Engineers Award 
2021” event organized 
on the occasion of  Engi-
neer’s Day. 

—FIB

CS Niranjan Arya and PK Goyal during the VC. 

Arushi Malik



he glamorous 
pageant of  the 
state, Miss Ra-
jasthan official-
ly announced 
their top 28 fi-
nalists on Sep-

tember 15 at Hotel Hil-
ton, Jaipur by organis-
ing a sashing ceremony. 

Out of  5300 girls, these fi-
nalists have been selected 

after the online auditions 
and the interview round. 
Girls from 11 cities of  Ra-
jasthan including Nagaur, 
Alwar, Jaipur, Balotra, 
Udaipur and Ajmer have 
made it to the top 28. The 
organisers of  Miss Ra-

jasthan, Yogesh Mishra and 
Nimisha Mishra shared 
that the sashing ceremony 
was organised keeping in 
mind all the covid guide-
lines and the precautions 
will be taken for all the 
events that will take place 
in the coming 20 days i.e. 
from September 15 to Octo-
ber 5 when the grooming 
sessions for these finalists 
will be organised by the ex-
perts from the industry. The 
ceremony began with a 
fashion sequence of  the pre-
vious year contestants of  

Miss Rajasthan. This plat-
form provides one-month 
grooming sessions to the 
girls to prepare them for 
competing at national and 
international beauty pag-
eants. Many beauties of  
Miss Rajasthan like Sim-
ran Sharma, Kanchan 
Khatana, Mittali Kaur, 
Aruna Beniwal and 
Khushi Ajwani have 
made the organisation 
proud by representing 
Rajasthan and India 
on national and in-
ternational plat-
forms respectively. 
Pandit Suresh Mishra, 
Vishal Gupta, GM Hotel 
Hilton; Jyoti Khandel-
wal, former mayor; 
Mudit Sharma, Man-
ager Retail Promo-
tion Vivo; Yatendra 
Negi, GM 5 Metro-
politan, Manish 
Pandey, Mukesh 
Mishra, CEO 
Jaipur Marathon; 
Pawan Goyal, 
Madan Yadav, 
MD SSBC Group; 
JD Maheshwari 
and Vishnu 
Sharma graced the 
occasion as the special 
guests. 

The grand finale of  Miss 
Rajasthan 2021 will take 
place on October 5 at Birla 
Auditorium where the new 
beauty queen will be 
crowned.

MANSI BACHANI
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in
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Sashing the beauties!
The sash ceremony of Miss Rajasthan 2021 took place on Wednesday at Hotel Hilton, 

Jaipur where the top 28 finalists of the beauty pageant were announced!

T

(L-R) Khushboo, Shruti, Anjali, Riya, Kashish, Cheshta, Aparna, Suman, Bhawna, Mansi, Sejal Govil, Aaru, Preksha, Himadree, 
Falguni, Gargi, Sejal Arora, Jyotika, Anshika, Yoshita, Jahnavi, Garima, Archita, Ridhi, Shreya Sharma, Kumkum, Sangeeta and Yamini

—PHOTOS BY MUKESH KIRADOO

Kumkum Choudhary and
 Anshika Choudhary

Clockwise: Chesta Mathuria, 
Kashish Ashwani and Mittali Kaur

Organisers Yogesh Mishra and Nimisha Mishra with (L-R) Khushi Ajwani, 
Mittali Kaur, Kanchan Khatana, Sushmita Thukran



INGREDIENTS:
� 30 Grams toasted foxnuts
� 20 grams honey
� 50 grams sugar
� 10 grams butter

PREPARATION:
� Melt sugar in a pan until 

lightly caramelized, stir in 
butter and honey.

� Add 
toasted fox nuts.
� Stir imme-
diately and set 

on a silicone mat to 
cool.

10
ETC
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RASHMI 
TANU, 
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Aries
MARCH 21 - APRIL 20

You are likely to have 
fun at work today. ou 
may not be in the best 
of fi nancial situations, 
but things are likely to 

improve. Much excitement is foreseen 
on the family front. There is some 
scope of improving your scores on the 
academic front, so go for it. On the 
social front.

Gemini  
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

You may get motivated 
to shake a leg just to get 
on the fi tness trail. 
Some shuffl ing on the 
work front is likely but 

will not affect you. Peace and 
tranquillity prevail on the home front. 
Clearing a tough competition or getting 
a call from some prestigious organisa-
tion cannot be ruled out.

Leo
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Your consistent 
performance will 
ensure you are getting 
ahead. Money comes to 
you from various 

sources and add to your wealth. Your 
resolve will help in bringing physical 
fi tness to your doorstep. You may try 
to get socially in for getting a good 
match for an eligible.

Libra
SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 22

Worries regarding 
money may be laid to 
rest as you reap rich 
dividends through past 
investments. Health 

remains satisfactory through own 
efforts. You can be surrounded by your 
loved ones today. Those pursuing 
higher studies are likely to excel and 
get good placement offers. 

Sagittarius
NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22

You will fi nd yourself 
fi nancially more secure 
now, than in the past. 
You may take steps to 
improve your health. 

Some issues that seem unlikely to get 
resolved on the family front will begin to 
move towards a solution. Good 
showing on the academic front is 
foreseen.

Aquarius
JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19

A good investment 
opportunity comes your 
way, and you are likely 
to make the most of it. 
Day proves favorable 

for those in the legal profession. You 
are likely to enjoy good health. Your 
ideas and suggestions about 
something important are likely to be 
accepted on the home front.

Taurus  
APRIL 21 - MAY 20

You may have to shell 
out more for some item 
you have purchased, 
than you had catered 
for. A senior may not 

approve of your style of functioning at 
work. Family life remains most 
satisfying. Doubts on the academic 
front are likely to get clearer by your 
well wishers. 

Cancer
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

A hike in salary or some 
additional perks cannot 
be ruled out. Action 
taken to keep fi t on the 
health front may be too 

little, too late. A family member staying 
separated is likely to return home for a 
few days. Academic front looks bright 
for those appearing for some 
competition.

Virgo 
AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23

You will succeed in 
maintaining stability on 
the fi nancial front. Your 
decision to look after 
your health will start to 

get positive results. Normalcy will be 
brought on the family front, after a spate 
of tensions through your efforts. 
Someone is likely to become your 
mentor and help you out of a situation.

Scorpio
OCTOBER 23 - NOVEMBER 22

You get a chance to 
discuss health matters 
with an expert.  
Someone can go back 
on his word regarding a 

professional commitment. Something 
that you wanted to get done on the 
home front is likely to be initiated now. 
Someone on the academic front will 
help you.

Capricorn
DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20

A happy fi nancial 
situation promises to 
keep you in an upbeat 
mood. You may get 
motivated to come back 

in shape. Someone in the family can 
keep you on your toes and even try 
emotional blackmail. Hard work on the 
academic front is likely to pay you rich 
rewards.

Pisces  
FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20

Your effi ciency at work 
is likely to impress 
those who matter. Your 
biggest asset is your 
sense of humor try to 

use it to cure your not so good health. 
Spending time with family and even 
organizing a get together is on the 
cards for some. Some of you may be 
on the verge of fi nalizing a property.

YOUR DAY Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva

Whatsapp Subscription

Subscribe “First India” Daily
E-News Paper For Free On Whatsapp

To Receive the Most Exclusive News from 
the Power Corridors of Rajasthan & Delhi.

heer is a generic 
term for a rice 
and milk based 
pudding, yet 
there are multi-
ple versions with 
substitutions in 

different parts of  India of  
this dish.

Chef  Ruchit Harneja, 
Executive Pastry Chef  at 
Musaafer in Houston eluci-
dates some of  the fabled 
preparations of  kheer for 
his seasonal summer 
menu.  Summer is the sea-
son for irresistible sugar-
cane juice sold street side 
with a dash of  lime and 
ginger. ‘Roah ki kheer’ is 
a summer kheer from vil-
lages of  Punjab, made 
with sugarcane juice and 
basmati rice. 

Even though sugarcane 
is so popular and availa-
ble in Abundance, this 

dish got lost in time some-
where and is not very 
mainstream. In summers 
when milk and cream 
would be tough to digest, 
so home cooks used to re-
place it to sugarcane 
juice, which provides 
cooling and calming to the 
body and provides a won-
derful texture.

 Another legendary ver-
sion from the kitchens of  

Awadh is ‘Benami Kheer’, 
which means ‘without a 
name’ as chef  who made 
it didn’t want to reveal the 
secret ingredient.

 It has a remarkable and 
intriguing history which 
dates back to the Mughal 
era and has originated in 
the Royal Kitchens, where 
one of  the royal cooks 
(khansama) was asked to 
prepare a kheer and could 

not say no, even if  he ran 
out of  rice in his kitchen. 

He slivered garlic to re-
semble rice grains and 
blanched it with ‘alum’ 
which is a pickling spice.  
This process helped him 
in removing the pungency 
from garlic. 

He was ashamed of  tell-
ing this to the kings, 
hence kept the fact as a 
secret until he received 

compliments for this de-
lectable preparation.

‘Benami Kheer’ shat-
ters all pre-conceived no-
tions you have about the 
milky pudding, and yet 
makes for a marvelous 
fare.  Many other versions 
of  kheer call for unusual 
ingredients or superfoods 
like chironji (cuddapah 
almonds), foxnuts / 
Makhana (lotus seeds), 
pumpkin seeds, dates, etc

Chef  Ruchit’s take on 
kheer has chironji & ruby 
chocolate rocks, honey 
crunch foxnuts & cashew-
pumpkin seed, date cake 
and paired with a very 
fascinating sorbet remi-
niscing the streetside sug-
arcane juice.

He feels surprise is an 
important element of  a 
meal. Guests have certain 
preconceptions when 
coming to a restaurant. 
He likes to toy with that 
notion. To astonish, to 
surprise, to shake up his 
guests and see a childlike 
sense of  wonder on their 
faces is what he lives for.

TALES OF KHEER

RUCHIT HARNEJA
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

K

INGREDIENTS:
� 100 grams – garlic cloves 

(peeled)
� 15 grams – powdered alum
� 1500 Ml – milk
� 2 grams – cardamom powder
� 200 grams – Sugar
� 10 ml – Rose water

PREPARATION:
� Sliver garlic cloves and soak 

them in water for about an 
hour.

� In 600 ml water, add 1/3rd alum 
and boil slivered garlic cloves 
for approx. 10 mins.

� Strain and refresh in running 
water and repeat this step two 
more times.

� Soak these cloves in plain water 
for 5 minutes, very lightly scrub 
and then strain and wash it 
again in running water.

� Heat milk and reduce to half.
� Add blanched garlic, sugar, 

cardamom powder and rose 
water.

� Refrigerate.

BENAMI 
KHEER

SUGARCANE 
SORBET 

RUBY CHOCOLATE 
CHIRONJI ROCKS

ROAH KI KHEER

HONEY CRUNCH 
FOXNUTS 

CASHEW PUMPKIN 
SEED CLUSTERS

INGREDIENTS:
� 1 Ltr sugarcane juice
� 150 grams pre-cooked basmati 

rice
�  2 grams cardamom powder
� Pinch of salt
PREPARATION:
� Mix sugarcane juice and rice 

together and bring to a boil.
� Reduce the heat and let it 

simmer till it is lusciously thick 
and gets a custard texture.

� Add cardamom powder to it 
and a sprinkle of salt.

� Pour in moulds and refrigerate. 

INGREDIENTS:
� 1 Ltr sugarcane juice
� 80 Grams glucose syrup
� 50 Ml lime juice
� 20 Ml ginger juice
� Mint leaves
� Pinch of black salt

PREPARATION:
� Mix 1/3rd of sugarcane juice with glucose 

syrup, mint leaves and bring to a boil. 
� Allow to cool, add remaining sugarcane 

juice, lime and ginger juice and a sprinkle 
of black salt.

� Churn it in an ice-cream churner and store 
frozen.

INGREDIENTS:
� 100 grams ruby chocolate
� 100 grams toasted chironji (cuddapah 

almonds)

PREPARATION:
� Temper the chocolate and mix with toasted 

chironji
� Make small rocks on parchment paper and 

allow to cool

INGREDIENTS:
� 100 grams fried 

cashews
� 40 grams pump-

kin seeds
� 120 grams sugar
� 10 grams butter
� A pinch of salt

PREPARATION:
� Melt sugar in a pan until lightly caramel-

ized, stir in butter and a pinch of salt
� Add fried cashews and pumpkin seeds
� Stir immediately and set on a silicone 

mat to harden
� Cut in cubes and store.



C
omedian-actor Norm Mac-
donald has passed away af-
ter a long battle with can-
cer. He was 61. According to 

Variety, Macdonald had privately bat-
tled the disease for almost a decade. 

After learning about the veteran art-
ist’s demise, several members from the 

entertainment industry took to their re-
spective social media handles to pay 

their last respects to Macdonald. 
“There was no one like Norm Mac-

Donald; Every time I watched him 
perform was a gift. Thank you Norm ... thinking of  you 
and your family on this sad day,” comedian Dave Attel 
tweeted. Conan O’Brien is extremely devastated. “I am 
absolutely devastated about Norm Macdonald. Norm had 
the most unique comedic voice I have ever encountered 
and he was so relentlessly and uncompromisingly funny. 
I will never laugh that hard again. I’m so sad for all of  us 
today,” he wrote on Twitter. —Agency

E
a r l i e r 
this year, 
s u p e r -
star Am-

itabh Bachchan 
wrote a hand-
written letter 
for his Mayday 
co-star Aakank-
sha Singh and 
the actress was on cloud nine after receiv-
ing such a warm gesture of  admiration 
from the Bollywood legend. It seems their 
bond has only strengthened with time. 
Now, Big B has taken to social media to 
shower his love on Aakanksha and to 
praise versatility. 

After watching the teaser of  her latest 
South project Clap, Bachchan tweeted, 
“Hindi film artist, working with such ease 
and comfort in Tamil & Telugu films .. 
Films are truly universal  .. All the best 
Aakanksha (sic).” 

Overwhelmed by his praise, 
the actress fell short of  
words. She expressed, “I 
am speechless. I’m short 
of  words to express what 
this means to me. I 
want to thank Bach-
chan sir for every 
word he’s writ-
ten about me. 
He has always 
been so lov-
ing and en-
c o u r a g i n g . 
He’s truly an 
inspiration for 
me and many 
others.” 

Aakanksha 
plays the lead 
in Ilai-
yaraaja’s 
l a t e s t 
f i l m , 
Clap.

—CITY 
FIRST

D
rew Barrymore looked 
back at her troubled 
childhood and teared up 
while recollecting her 

troubled teenage years. She 
said “I was a real wild child and 
I just got so out of  control that 
no one knew what to do with me. 
They drove me here in the mid-
dle of  the night and they walked 
me through those two doors and 
when you go through those two 
doors you do not come out. And I 
was there for a year and a half.” 
Barrymore stayed at the institution 
for a total of  18 months. Back in Au-
gust 2020, the actress revealed that 
she wouldn’t want her kids to join Hol-
lywood so soon as she did.  —Agency
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OVERWHELMING 
RESPONSE

A
ctor Ayush-
mann Khur-
rana is un-
doubtedly one 

of  the most loved ac-
tors, not just by the 
audiences but also by 
other members of  the 
film fraternity. As the 
actor-singer turned 37 
on Tuesday, celebri-
ties flooded social me-
dia with messages, 
wishing the star on 
his special day. A slew 
of  celebrities including Kriti Sanon, Taapsee 
Pannu, Rakul Preet Singh and more took to 
their respective Instagram handles and 
shared heartfelt birthday wishes. Kriti Sa-
non shared a collage of  pictures. —Agency

hrissy Teigen opened up about a fat removal surgery, “I did 
that Dr Diamond buccal fat removal thing here, and since I 
quit drinking, I’m seeing the results, and I like it. Yeah, I did 
it, what?” she posted. Chrissy has been laying low on social 
media since June when she was embroiled in a scandal after 
a few of  her previous tweets resurfaced where the cookbook 
author told model Courtney Stodden to kill themself. Chris-

sy has been taking some time off  social media while she is rejuvinat-
ing as she is spending time with her husband and kiss. Taking some 
time off  has been good for her. —Agency

C
J

acqueline Fernandez in her effort to 
spread kindness and positivity de-
cided to be a part of  the Ganesh Fes-
tival celebrations along with YOLO 

Foundation and Kinnar Trust. Jacque-
line, on her social media, shared, “Gan-
pati Bappa Morya!!! Right now, all the 
gullys are echoing with this sound. Wher-
ever I go, I see smiles that Lord Ganesha 
has bestowed upon us. On this auspicious 
occasion, I along with @jf.yolofoundation 
visited @kinnartrust to be a part of  their 
celebration. May Lord Ganesha continue 
to bless this beautiful community #yolo 
#ganpati #ganesha #transgender #happi-
ness #life #celebration #love #unity 
#spreadpositivity” —Agency

S
pending quality time with family 
is always priceless. Actor Hrithik 
Roshan’s latest Instagram post 
will inspire you to create special 

memories with your loved ones. On 
Wednesday, Hrithik took to the photo-
sharing application and gave a glimpse of  
his breakfast date with his mother. In the 
image, Hrithik can be seen seated at a ta-
ble while his mom is soaking in the sun-
shine on her balcony. “On a lazy break-
fast date with my mum. It’s a good morn-
ing. Sunday feels on Wednesday are best. 
Now go give your mom a hug,” he cap-
tioned the post. —Agency

Another feather in the hat

A
woman of  many lau-
rels, Deepika Padu-
kone has been an A-
lister since day one. 

Right from her blockbuster 
movies like Om Shanti Om to 
the path-breaking ones like 
Chapaak, she has charmed her 
fans with every stroke in her 
career. Her journey has been a 
path of  pixie dust and she 
has yet again bagged an 
accolade to her 

name. Yes, our very own DP has 
been coronated as Asia’s Most 
Influential Woman in Film/TV 
as per the latest Gala Bingo re-
ports. With whopping com-
bined followership of  139 mil-
lion on her social media han-
dles, she is the beam-
ing pride of  In-
dia.

Well, we 
heard on 
the grape-
v i n e 

that madame Padukone, with 
her dear hubby Ranveer, has 
bought a sprawling piece of  
land in the coastal city of  Ali-
baug. Singh was recently seen 
on DP’s Instagram feed, bask-
ing in the glory of  the sun as 
the duo headed to Alibaug to 
seal the deal. Looks like the 
happy couple raised a toast to 
DP’s humongous victory as 
they made this exquisite pur-

chase. We guess congratula-
tions are in order for the power 
couple! 

POORVI SINGHAL 
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

Drew Tears Up

CHRISSY
SURGERY

SAD DEMISE

Spreading Positivity

Lazy Breakfast Date

Birthday Celebrations!

R
iddhima Kapoor turned 41 on Wednes-
day. She kick-started her birthday cele-
bration in Udaipur, Rajasthan, with 
mother Neetu Kapoor, daughter Samara 

Sahni and husband Bharat Sahni last night. 
Neetu shared a picture with Riddhima and 
other family members from last night’s cele-
bration and wished her daughter on her special 
day. Riddhima Kapoor celebrates birthday with 
mom Neetu Kapoor in Udaipur. —CITY FIRST

THE GRAND CELBRATION!

Chrissy Teigen

...her post

...Jacqueline Fernandez’s post

...Riddhima Kapoor’s post

...Amitabh Bachchan’s post

Aakanksha Singh

Drew Barrymore

Late Norm Macdonald

...Kriti Sanon’s post

...Deepika’s post

Ranveer Singh and Deepika Padukone

...Hritik Roshan’s post

ON
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

HAPPY AND DELIGHTED 
BY THE WIN: AVANI

he Commercial 
Tax Depart-
ment organ-
ised an hon-
ouring ceremo-
ny for the Para 
Olympic Gold 

Medalist Avani Lekha-
ra at Divisional Tax 
Bhawan, Jaipur. Ava-
ni’s mother, Shweta 
Jewaria, is working as 
Junior Commercial Tax 
Officer in the Commer-
cial Taxes Department. 
The award ceremony 
was presided over by 
Ravi Jain, Chief  Com-
missioner.

Congratulating Ava-
ni on her excellent suc-
cess, Chief  Commis-

sioner  Ravi Jain 
said that the entire 
department is proud 
of  Avani for creating 
history. Congratulating 
Avani’s mother, Shwe-
ta, he described the sac-

rifice and dedica-
tion made by her as 

an example.
On the occasion, Ava-

ni expressed her heart-
felt gratitude for the 
cooperation extended 

by the Commercial Tax-
es Department to her 
mother. She said that 
the incentives given by 
the state government to 
the players are com-
mendable. Avni was ac-
companied by her 
brother Arnav and her 
maternal grandfather 
Prahlad Jewaria.

Additional Commis-
sioner (Administra-
tion) Vinod Purohit, 
Mahesh Kumar, Hawai 
Singh, Ram Lal Chaud-
hary, RP Bairwa etc. 
graced the occasion. 
The program was con-
ducted by Deputy Com-
missioner Naved Ali 
Zaidi and Ritu Charan. 
Avni was honoured 
with a memento by the 
department. All the of-
ficers and employees of  
the department were 
also present on the oc-
casion.

MITALI DUSAD
mitalidusad01@
gmail.com

T

Mobile Van: A unique Initiative
CITY FIRST

J
aipur Foot USA 
organised a vir-
tual event to 
launch the ‘Mo-

bile Van for Prosthetics 
Fitment’. The blessing 
and flag-off  was per-
formed by Dr H R Na-
gendra, founder Chan-
cellor of  Swami Vive-
kananda Yoga Anu-
sandhana Samsthana, 
and Padam Bhushan D 
R Mehta, founder and 
Chief  patron of  BM-
VSS. Piyush Parikh 
moderated the event.

On occasion, Prem 
Bhandari, Chairman 
Jaipur Foot USA spoke 
and gave the back-
ground on how Nikhil 
Mehta, a 17-year-old 
young high school stu-
dent and Jaipur Foot 
USA youth coordina-
tor, came up with the 
Mobile-Van for pros-
thetics fitment idea to 
deliver prosthetics at 
the door-step to help 

the rural differently-
abled people. 

The Mobile Van ini-
tiative is a unique and 

innovative effort to ad-
dress the prosthetics 
fitment problem for the 
people from the lowest 
economic ladder of  
our society by 
Jaipur Foot USA/
BMVSS. This van 
is equipped with 
men and machines to 
fit artificial limbs to 7 
to 10 people a day. The 
mobile van will leave 
with eight highly qual-

ified prosthetics pro-
fessionals from BM-
VSS, Jaipur, to its first 
destination Vadnagar, 

PM Narendra 
Modi’s native vil-
lage. The Mobile-
Van camp will be 

inaugurated by 
Soma Bhai Modi on 
Sept 17, 2021, and will 
be held at Sarvodaya 
Sewa Trust, Vadnagar.

cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

The grand finale of Swara 
Malika Samrat retro look 
songs was concluded at 
Hotel Shiv Palace Devi Nagar 
on Wednesday. Transport 
Minister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas graced the 
occasion as the Chief Guest. 
Organiser Ritu Umesh Agarwal 
paid immense gratitude on 
the occasion. ADGP Amrit 
Kalash, Ajay Bhupesh Shivraj 
Singh Shekhawat, Yash Gaur 
were present as the special 
guests. Bhavika Arora bagged 
the first prize, Sagar Vyas 
stood second in the music 
competition.

A day-long online International Conference on Maternal 
Mental Health was organised by Manipal University 
Jaipur recently to spread awareness about prenatal and 
postpartum depression and to explore ways which will be 
helpful to cope with maternal mental health issues. The 
principal investigator Dr Bhawna Chahar and Co-investigator 
Dr Bhavana Arya were the conveners of the conference. The 
chief guest of the inaugural session was Dr Debapriya Dutta.

ASSOCHAM, the century-old apex chamber of India, has formed 
Rajasthan State Development Council to lay emphasis on sectoral 
issues, emerging trends, and to support the Government in 
defining an actionable roadmap. Himmat Singh Panwar, Fashion 
Designer, Studio Himmat has been appointed as the Chairman of 
the sectorial Committee on Skill Development, ASSOCHAM RSDC.

A blood donation camp was 
organised on the occasion of the 

birthday of the National President 
of Narayani Sena BJP State 

Minister, Sunil Gehlot.  Sunita 
Chhabra, Founder President 

Sonu Helping Hand Trust, Jaipur 
graced the occasion as the 

special guest. 581 units of blood 
was collected.

FELICITATION CEREMONY!

CITY FIRST

N
ot every lump in the 
body may be a lump 
of  lymphoma, yet if  
lymphoma is con-

firmed, there is no need to 
panic. Lymphoma is one 
type of  cancer, it is of  two 
types. Hochkin and Non-
Hochkin. If  lymphoma can-

cer is detected at an early 
stage, the success rate is up 
to 80%. This view was ex-
pressed by Dr Hemant Mal-
hotra, Director of  Sri Ram 
Cancer Center and Head of  
Department of  Medical On-
cology at Mahatma Gandhi 
Hospital in a webinar organ-
ised on the occasion of  
World Lymphoma Day. 

Dr. Lalit Mohan Sharma 
said that no lymph node is 
lymphoma. There is a mis-
conception among the gen-
eral public that by spraying 
the lump, it spreads rapidly 
and increases. Symptoms of  
lymphoma include watery 
lungs, lumps in the neck and 
armpits. 

Dr Ajay Yadav, Dr DP Sin-
gh, Dr Sumit Goyal, Dr 
Prashant Kumbhj, Dr 
Anushree Punia, Dr Ankur 
Punia, Dr Nitin Khuteta, Dr 
Dinesh Yadav, and various 
doctors of  the department 
shared their experiences.

Webinar on World 
Lymphoma Day

LOVE FOR ART!
CITY FIRST

I
CA Gallery, Jaipur 
organised ‘Samant-
er’, an art exhibition 
of  painting, sculp-

ture, photography, and 
drawing on September 
15 at Amer Road which 
was inaugurated by re-
nowned artist Himmat 
Shah. IAS PC Kishan, 
Commissioner, EGS  
graced the event as the 
chief  guest. 85 beau-
tiful pieces of  art 
made by 17 artists 
were presented in 
the exhibition. Cura-
tor of  the event, Ayushi 
Soni shared that the ex-

hibition that started on 
Wednesday will con-
tinue till Septem-
ber 30, taking care 
of  all the covid 19 

protocols. Artists like 
Visheshwari Tiwari, 
Jasveer Ram, Resham 

Chand, Yogesh Praja-
pati, Japan Jot, Shyam 
Singh, Hansraj Ku-
mawat, and Abhinav 
Bansal, gallery director 
among other art enthu-
siasts were present on 
the occasion.

—
PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARM

A

Colours of empowerment

T
he Indira Mahila Shakti 
Kaushal Samarthya Yoja-
na under the aegis of  Asian 
Paints Colour Academy is 

organised a Non-Residential 
Skill Enhancement Training 
(Basic Painting) program for 
women at Manaklao village 
is located in Jodhpur. The 12 
days training program concluded 
on Tuesday, September 14.

Frontrunners of  an initiative 
by the Rajasthan State Women 

Empowerment Directorate, these 
women are determined. “A skilled 
job while assures better income 
for these women, it also has 

growth potential based on ex-
perience they deliver in fu-
ture. However, the work shall 
no longer be seen with appre-

hension by other such girls 
seeking work options,” said Rash-
mi Gupta, Commissioner, Direc-
torate of  Women Empowerment, 
Rajasthan. —CITY FIRST

WHAT’S HAPPENING!

(L-R) Vinod Purohit, Avani Lekhara, Ravi Jain, Shweta Jewaria

Avani Lekhara with her medals

Dr Hemant Malhotra addressing the audience Dr Lalit Mohan Sharma addressing the audience

Himmat Shah, IAS PC Kishan, Visheswar Tiwari, 
Resham Chand, Jagjit Singh during the lamp lighting ceremony

During the virtual session
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